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TIME FOR A NEW GARAGE DOOR? 

GREAT NEWS!! 

YOU'VE GOT YOUR TIMING SPOT ON! 

The remote controlled roller-door is possibly the most popular 
garage door by a mile. There are obvious reasons why; space 
saving, extra width, extra height, neat and compact, totally 
secure, reliable and safe, maintenance free - the list goes on... 
Many companies charge between **£2500 and £3000 for a 
Rolling Garage Door. But when it comes to quality and price, 
We are possibly the best in the UK - by a mile!! We are 
one of the biggest UK door manufacturers. You will see, with us 
you will save yourselves ££££s for a truly fantastic new door. 

**£2500! OUR PRICE £875!! 

NOW ONLY £799 

INCLUDING FITTING: LIMITED TIME ONLY 



PREPARE TO BE IMPRESSED: 

• Totally bespoke, made to measure!! 

• We take away your old door FREE OF CHARGE 

• Top quality Remote Controlled Rolling Garage Door 

• Exclusive safety system, based on digital technology 

• Double skinned top quality insulated aluminium 

• Totally maintenance free 

• So neat & compacted & space-saving, giving you 
extra width & extra height 

• White as standard, other colours available 

• Roller Garage Doors, Absolute Top quality 

garage door, for lower than UK High Street DIY retailers 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS SPECIAL DEAL 


CALL NOW 01245 360700 
www.maidstone-garage-doors.co.uk 
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Editors piece here ghgh 
heading hghghfghghgh 


OUR county has become somewhat 
used to massive delays on massive 
transport infrastructure decisions. 

A few years ago we were left 
hanging for what seemed like a 
ludicrous amount of time while the 
debate over an airport in the Thames 
Estuary was discussed. But while any¬ 
one with half a brain (I’m talking to 
you Boris), knew it was fanciful 
thinking - if for no other reason than 
purely on cost and geography alone 
- there was still an agonising period 
when it appeared there was a very 
real chance it could take flight. 

Now, of course, we’re in the 
position of which Lower 
Thames Crossing is it going 
to be. Again, it would take a 
very brave man indeed to 
back against the Gravesham 
option which everyone, 
apart from those who live in 
the area, appears to support. 

We’ve been waiting too 
long already for this 
decision. Distract- 
ed by Brexit or 
not, surely _ 


someone somewhere already knows 
- and let’s be honest we all probably 
do - where it’s going to go so let’s 
announce it. 

Because it is the uncertainty which 
causes the real disruption. People 
simply do not know if their homes are 
at risk or could be blighted. Even the 
good folk of Dartford must have a little 
doubt they’ll get lumbered with yet 
another crossing to add to their 
pollution soup. 

In short, even if nothing happens 
immediately, simply making that 
decision (and surely they’ve had 
enough professional and public 
input by now) will allow people 
to respond and make deci¬ 
sions about their lives. Surely 
that is better than this limbo 
in which everyone finds 
themselves in? 

That is surely the least they 
can do. Frankly, Kent’s had 

enough of the dangling, 
so, Westminster, 
let’s get on with 
the decision¬ 
making! 



■ Kent on Sunday and its journalists are committed to abiding by the Society of Editors Code 
of Practice. If you have a complaint which can’t be resolved by Kent on Sunday editor Chris 
Britcher (chris.britcher@archant.co.uk) please contact the Independent Press Standards 
Organisation, Gate House, 1 Farringdon Street, London, EC4M 7LG, or via complaints@ipso. 
co.uk. More information about IPSO and its regulations can be found at www.ipso.co.uk 
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There’s life in your unwanted 
furniture and electricals 


FREE & FAST 


COLLECTION 


You may not want your old sofa, table or 
fridge, but we do. We'll collect them from 
your home and find them a new life. Your 
donations will fund our pioneering research 
and help save lives. 


FIGHT 
FOR EVERY 
HEARTBEAT 

bhf.org.uk 


BOOK A FREE & FAST COLLECTION: 

FREEPHONE YOUR LOCAL STORE 

0808 250 0124 

bhf.org.uk/collection 

© British Heart Foundation, registered charity in England and 
Wales (225971) and in Scotland (SC039426). 
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Are we finally on verge of 
decision over crossing? 



POSSIBLE : Highways England’s preferred route would see a bored tunnel in Gravesham. 


By Luke May 

Luke.may@archant.co.uk 


A DECISION on the Lower Thames 
Crossing could be just weeks away, 
according to one MP. 

Senior figures in Dartford and 
Gravesham are predicting a 
decision soon, with sources 
claiming a it could come from 
government by March 19. 

That’s when councils enter 
purdah prior to the county council 
elections on May 4 - a period where 
local and central governments 
have to stop making decisions 
which could sway the voters. 

There has also been speculation 
the government could finally end 
the agony during the chancellor’s 
budget on Wednesday, but that 
now appears unlikely. 

A decision had been expected last 
year but is thought to have been 
put on the backburner while the 
government came to terms with 
the reality of Brexit. 

The two options are either for 
another at Dartford or, Highways 
England’s preferred route, east of 
Gravesend, referred to as Option C. 

Businesss chiefs say a decision 
has to be made - and soon- to 


prevent continued uncertainty. 

Gravesend Tory MP Gareth 
Johnson quipped to KoS: “It could 
be announced this month, but 
Phillip Hammond doesn’t share his 
budget with me beforehand. 

“It would be unusual for the 
treasury to announce a decision on 
a Department for Transport 
consultation though.” 

This time last year a consultation 
on the crossing became the largest 
ever for a UK road project with 


more than 47,000 responses. 

Mr Johnson added it would be 
‘catastrophic’ for Dartford to have 
a second crossing, adding “it would 
be mad for the DfT to fly in the face 
of their own advisors”. 

Option C would see a road created 
from the M2, heading through 
Gravesham past villages such as 
Shorne where a bored tunnel 
would cross to Tilbury. 

Bryan Sweetland, Gravesham Ru¬ 
ral county councillor, said: “Even if 


the government does support 
Option C, before a car even uses the 
crossing I think there will be plans 
to build another one at Dartford, 
because building here won’t fix the 
problems there.” 

A DfT spokesperson said: “Views 
put forward in the consultation 
will inform the government’s 
decision on the location, route and 
type of crossing. The government is 
considering the findings and will 
take a decision in due course.” 


Super council plan will 
create ‘an EU for east 
Kent’, warn councillors 


UKIP councillors in east Kent say the 
proposed merger of Thanet, Dover, 
Shepway and Canterbury councils 
could create an “EU for east Kent”. 

Calling it “bad for democracy” they 
instead call for more powers to be 
devolved to town and parish councils. 

Ironically, Thanet is the only Ukip 
controlled council in the UK. 

In a joint statement, the council¬ 
lors also said a full unitary authority 
could be the best way forward - si- 
miliar to that of Medway, which split 
from Kent County Council. 

The statement signed by 11 Ukip 
councillors from Canterbury, Dover and 
Shepway said: “Many of us agree that 
ultimately, a unitary authority is 
perhaps the way forward in terms of 
delivering real value for money for 
council tax payers. However, at this 
point in time, the merger at district level 
is not necessarily in the best interests of 
residents across all of these areas. 

“The devolution of power to town 
and parish councils, if done cor¬ 
rectly, will give a stronger voice for 


local decision making. 

“We believe the proposed merger is 
being rushed through and devolu¬ 
tion should be in place before such a 
merger is actioned. 

“The proposed merger, in it’s 
current format, looks something like 
an EU for east Kent and would be bad 
for democracy, potentially taking 
decision-making even further away 
from residents, many of whom 
already feel, at best, under-repre¬ 
sented and at worst, ignored. 

“Rather than roll over and simply 
accept the funding cuts imposed by 
central government, all local 
authorities should be lobbying for the 
funding model to be revised.” 

Those signing the statement include 
Shepway councillors Susie Govett, 
Mary Lawes, Carol Sacre and Frank 
McKenna; Canterbury’s Geoff Wimble 
and David Hirst; Dover’s Ben Glayzer 
and Georgette Rapley; KCC councillor 
Hod Birkby; Hawkinge Town Council’s 
David Callahan and Dymchurch 
Parish Council’s Terry Mullard. 


Cop charged with indecent 
images suspended from duty 


A POLICE officer facing a number 
of charges including voyeurism 
and taking indecent videos has 
been suspended. 

Timothy Neville Ryton, formerly 
of Folkestone, was arrested on 
January 23 after he was questioned 
by officers. 

Upon his arrest, the 45-year-old 
was formally suspended from duty. 

He was charged on Thursday 


with three counts of distributing 
indecent images, two charges of 
voyeurism, two counts of taking 
indecent videos and two counts of 
distribution of indecent videos. 

A police spokesman said: 

' ‘Inspector Ryton will be subject to 
internal disciplinary proceedings 
in due course.” 

He has been bailed to appear at 
Crawley magistrates on March 29. 


MP's aide charged over rape 
and sexual assault claims 


A SENIOR aide to South Thanet MP 
Craig Mackinlay has been 
charged over an allegation of rape. 

It follows an alleged incident at 
the Houses of Parliament in the 
early hours of Friday, October 14. 

More than four months on, 
officers from Met Police have now 
charged Samuel Armstrong. 

The 23-year-old from Danbury 
in Essex was charged on Thursday 


with two counts of rape and one 
count of sexual assault. 

The chief of staff in Mr Mackin- 
lay’s parliamentary office, who was 
suspended when the allegations 
emerged, has been bailed to 
appear before Westminster 
magistrates on March 31. A spokes¬ 
person from Craig Mackinlay’s 
office said: ‘ ‘This is now a matter for 
the criminal justice system.” 
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Uni alumni behind BBC's big drama hit SS-GB 


UNIVERSITY of Kent alumni Neal Purvis and Robert 
Wade have another hit on their hands as the screen¬ 
writers behind BBC big budget drama SS-GB. 

Based on the Len Deighton book of a Britain invaded 
by the Nazis in 1941, the duo were commissioned to 
start work on the script back in November 2014. The 
five-episode mini series is currently on BBC One on 


Sunday nights. 

Neal Purvis studied film and photographic arts, 
while Robert Wade studied film theory and English at 
the university. 

Their teamwork so far has seen them script the last 
six James Bond films and be described as ‘one of 
Britain’s most successful screenwriting partnerships’. 


Dreamland unveils its 
15,000 capacity arena in 
bid to hit the right notes 


By Emily King 

ai y 


BOSSES behind Margate’s iconic 
Dreamland amusement park have 
invested millions ahead of its re¬ 
opening on April 28 as it seeks to fi¬ 
nally come up with a formula to en¬ 
sure its long-term surival. 

The cash-strapped park’s opera¬ 
tors, Sands Heritage Ltd, went into 
administration last May after rack¬ 
ing up debts of £14million - less than 
a year after it was re-opened with a 
huge fanfare. 

But it struggled to pull in punters 
with its line up of vintage rides and 
administrators have spent the time 
revamping its offering. 

As part of the recent investment is 
a 15,000-capacity stage area which 
it is hoped will welcome some of the 
biggest music acts to the seaside 
town. 

In addition, it has splashed out on 
new vintage rides, will serve up “ad¬ 
venturous street food” and all set 
against “interactive art installations”. 



FRESH: How park will look 

The administrators have previous¬ 
ly stated the investment - fuelled by a 
£15m line of credit from Cayman Is¬ 
land-based Arrowgrass Capital Part¬ 
ners - will prepare the site in order for 
a potential sale later this year. 


Jennie Double, commercial direc¬ 
tor at Dreamland Margate, said: 
“Wevannot wait to unveil the new 
park to locals and visitors alike. By 
combining contemporary food and 
culture with authentic vintage rides 
and the uniquely British heritage 
that only we can offer - we believe 
we’ve captured something truly spe¬ 
cial with this newly imagined incar¬ 
nation of Dreamland.” 

Dreamland has looked to build on 
its reputation as a live music venue 
recently with shows in its 2,000-ca¬ 
pacity Hall By The Sea which, in 
years gone by, saw shows by the likes 
of the Rolling Stones and The Who. 

Already confirmed for this year 
are chart stars The Kills and Tun¬ 
bridge Wells’ punk outfit Slaves. 

New rides for this year include the 
Brooklands Speedway, Wedgwood 
Tea Cups and The Crazy Mouse. 

Chris Wells, leader of Thanet Dis¬ 
trict Council, said: “It’s great to see 
plans taking shape to restore 
Dreamland to its former glory. It has 
been an essential part of Margate’s 
identity for nearly 100 years.” 



STAR: Canterbury’s Orlando Bloom 

Orlando and 
Katy Perry 
confirm split 

POP star Katy Perry has insisted “no 
one’s a victim or a villain” after her split 
from Kent actor Orlando Bloom. 

The US singer posted a message on 
Twitter in which she appeared to 
address her break-up from Bloom after it 
was confirmed earlier this week. 

Without naming the Pirates Of The 
Caribbean actor, Perry wrote: “How 
(about) a new way of thinking for 2017? 

“(You) can still (be) friends and love 
(your) former partners! No one’s a 
victim or a villain, get a life y’all! ” 

Perry’s message came as she unveiled 
a dramatic new hairstyle, going from a 
long blonde bob to a shaved pixie cut. 

In a joint statement issued earlier this 
week, Perry, 32, and Bloom, 40, 
confirmed they were taking a break 
from their relationship. 

The famous duo had been dating for 
little more than year and were spotted 
together at the Vanity Fair Oscars 
after-party on Sunday night. 

Their statement said: “Before 
rumours or falsifications get out of hand 
we can confirm that Orlando and Katy 
are taking respectful, loving space at 
this time.” 

Bloom has a son with supermodel 
ex-wife Miranda Kerr while Perry was 
previously married to British comedian 
Russell Brand. 


Our police gets good 
rating from watchdog 

KENT Police was one of 28 forces across the coun¬ 
try to be rated ‘good’ in a report by Her Majesty’s 
Inspectorate of Constabulary (HMIC). 

The report grabbed headlines this week for 
branding a number of authorities ‘inadequate’ 
sparking a debate over the impact of budget cuts 
on policing in the country. 

HM inspector Zoe Billingham warned: “We are 
leading to a very serious conclusion regarding 
the potentially perilous state of British policing,” 

Kent’s police and crime commissioner, Matthew 
Scott, said he was “pleased” by the outcome of 
the report and that steps were already being 
taken to ensure issues highlighted in the report 
were being handled. He added: “HMIC said Kent 
Police needs to understand why so many crimes 
are not being progressed either because the 
victim does not support police action or because 
there are difficulties in securing sufficient 
evidence, and so it is good to see that Kent Police 
has already begun looking at this issue,” 


Hospital trust sees 
guality improvements 

THE trust responsible for the three main east Kent 
hospitals has taken a step toward leaving special 
measures. 

East Kent Hospitals NHS University Foundation 
Trust, was put in special measures in September 2014 
when inspectors branded services ‘inadequate’. 

But consistent improvements saw the trust’s rating 
move up to ‘requires improvement’ in 2015, and 
successful inspections at the William Harvey in 
Ashford, QEQM in Margate and Kent and Canterbury 
hospitals at the end of 2016 have helped pull the trust 
out of quality special measures. Now its focus is 
coming out of financial special measures too. 

Chief executive Matthew Kershaw applauded the 
hard work and dedication’ of staff at the trust, and 
said: ‘ We have significantly reduced our financial 
deficit from £35m in 2015/16 to a forecast £24m deficit 
this year. We have reduced agency spend by 11 per 
cent, improved our financial position every quarter 
since April 2015 and are on track to deliver a much 
reduced deficit this year.’ ’ 


City centre pipeline 
to cause road delays 

A BUS lane in Canterbury city centre is set to close for 
around 10 weeks as part of multi-million pound water 
works. 

South East Water is installing a new water main on 
the ring road near Canterbury East railway station - 
needed to maintain water pressure to the student 
accommodation being developed at the Canterbury 
Christ Church University campus in Rhodaus Town. 

The 570-metre pipe will stretch from the university 
site and Pin Hill near the Wincheap roundabout. 

Work is due to get under way on March 13 and will 
also involve some night working at weekends to 
minimise traffic disruption when the pipeline is laid 
across the dual carriageway into Castle Row. 

Stephen Bundock, project manager at South East 
Water, said: ‘ We expect this work to take approxi¬ 
mately 18 weeks but our contractor will be working 
as safely and as quickly as possible to complete the 
project. We are working closely with the highways 
authority and would like to apologise for any traffic 
disruption this work will cause.’ ’ 
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Plans set to be submitted for 
Sevenoaks secondary school 



By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


AN APPLICATION will be made this month 
to build a new primary and secondary school 
for Sevenoaks. 

Those behind plans for the new ‘all- 
through’ free school - to be known as the Da 
Vinci School - will submit plans to the De¬ 
partment for Education. 

It will be a mainstream, non-selective, of¬ 
fering places from reception year through to 
year 11. 

The site of the school has not yet been re¬ 
vealed but the primary is planned to be ac¬ 
cessible to children in the rural areas of 
Hildenborough, Leigh and north Tonbridge. 

Da Vinci’s secondary element would plan 
to offer places to students from Edenbridge, 
East Grinstead, Lingfield, Crowborough, 
Sevenoaks, Tonbridge, Paddock Wood, 
Kings Hill and Tunbridge Wells, where “sig¬ 
nificant pressure for places is building and 
where there are fewer choices outside of 
faith, grammar and private schools”. 

A spokesman for the education profession¬ 
als behind the project said: “The catchment 
areas for those who currently travel out of 
area will shrink to reflect this. With only 
around 30 per cent of Sevenoaks pupils at¬ 
tending mainstream secondary provision 


within Sevenoaks district this could become 
quite a concern. It has been shown that there 
will be a need for 307 year seven places in 
these areas in 2019, increasing to 832 in 
2025, and again this is without taking ac¬ 
count of any planned housing. 

“The team is asking that the local commu¬ 
nity show support to demonstrate to the De¬ 
partment for Education that there is demand 
for a new mainstream school in this area. 
“The Da Vinci School will not only provide a 
great place to learn for a wide range of pupils 


but will also ease pressure on other local 
schools that are currently over-subscribed 
and difficult to get into. 

A public information evening took place 
on Friday at the Eden Centre in Edenbridge 
and another takes place at the Masonic 
Hall in St John’s Road, Tunbridge Wells on 
March 16 at 8pm. 

Work on a new grammar annexe on the 
site of the old Wildernesse School is current¬ 
ly under way - extending selective places for 
girls of Tonbridge’s Weald of Kent. 
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Farage joins in Trump 
attack on media bias 

NIGEL Farage dined with US president Donald 
Trump last weekend after addressing American 
conservatives at a conference and joined him in 
attacking the media. 

The former Ukip leader who lived in Wester- 
ham, said: “They are simply not prepared to 
accept that Brexit happened, that Trump hap¬ 
pened. They want to turn the clock back; they are 
losing viewers, listeners, and this battle.” 

Extradition hearing 
after arrest in Italy 

A 24-year-old wanted in connection to a rape in 
Ramsgate last year has been arrested in southern 
Italy and will now face an extradition hearing. 

Rafiullah Hamidy was detained in Tranto after 
Kent officers secured a European arrest warrant. 

It follows an incident in the Northwood Road area 
on September 18. 


Big Weekend all set 

ENTRIES for tickets for this year’s Kent Big 
Weekend event closed on Friday. 

More than 160,000 applications had been made 
for the free giveaway which this year takes palce 
over the weekend of April 1 and 2. 

Where too many applications have been made 
for certain tourist destinations, a random draw will 
be made. 



Loft 

The loft range 
of upholstery is 
manufactured in the 
UK offering modular 
units in a wide selection 
of fabrics. 

Scatter cushion pack 
and stool optional extra. 


Corner Sofa 
in Grade A Fabric 
was £1909 

SALE £1529 

EXTRA 5% OFF 
£1452 


Clarkes 

furnishing your home 

thewintersa 


e 




SALE ENDS 
THIS SUNDAY 


EXTRA 5% OFF 

Sale Prices on all beds and 
. selected furniture 

f| ENDS THIS SUNDAY 


www.clarkesfurnishers.co.uk 01622 753073 Sandling Road, Maidstone, MEM 2RF 


DINING I BEDS | BEDROOM 

Not applicable to The Lounge Co products and goods sold at clearance price. 
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Sheps’ cautious outlook as it 
reveals interim financials 



FAVERSHAM brewery Shepherd 
Neame says it continues to have a 
“cautious outlook” despite an 
encouraging set of interim financial 
figures for the second half of 2016. 

Both turnover and underlying 
operating profit grew significantly 
on the same time the previous year. 

However, statutory profit before 
tax was down to £6.7m, from 
£8.7m 12 months before. It put that 
drop down to a one-off financial 
boost from the sale of land in 2015. 

The brewer and pub operator said 
it acquired 13 freehold pubs during 
the period, which saw turnover rise 
by 7.4 per cent to £79.2m - up from 
£73.7m the year below. Underlying 
operating profit grew by 6.5 per 
cent to £7.6m. 

Jonathan Neame, the firm’s chief 
executive, said: “I am delighted to 


report a strong performance and a 
period of significant acquisition 
activity. Our pub business has been 
driven by good like-for-like sales 
growth. It is also encouraging to note 
solid growth in own brand beer 


volume. We retain a cautious outlook 
as we are likely to be entering a 
period of increased cost inflation. 
However, I am confident we have the 
right strategy to deliver value for our 
shareholders for the long term.” 


Social worker struck off 
after fiddling expenses 


A SOCIAL worker with Kent 
County Council has been struck 
off the Health and Care 
Professions Council after being 
sacked for gross misconduct. 

Robert Atkinson, who worked 
as a specialist case manager 
working with older people in 
west Kent, was dismissed by the 
county council in October 2014 
after being found to have fiddled 
his expenses. 

Now he has been kicked off the 
independent regulator which 
keeps a register for 16 different 
health and care professions. It 
only registers people who meet 
the standards it sets for their 
training, professional skills, 
behaviour and health. 

A panel of the HCPC conduct 
and competence committee 
heard that Mr Atkinson 
submitted inaccurate claims for 


travel expenses on three 
occasions whilst employed by 
the council. 

The panel further heard the 
claims were made for return 
journeys to three care homes, 
when no visits had taken place. 

Panel chair Penny Griffith 
said: “The panel finds that Mr 
Atkinson has demonstrated a 
lack of insight into his miscon¬ 
duct by reason of his denials of 
the factual particulars which 
have been found proved. 

“As a result of this, there has 
been no remediation and 
consequently there is an 
ongoing risk of repetition. In 
respect of the public component 
the finding of dishonesty gives 
rise to a breach of a fundamen¬ 
tal tenet of the profession and is 
likely to bring the profession 
into disrepute.” 


Cannabis farm found 


Royal advisor's lecture 


Dover ups council tax 

COUNCIL taxpayers in Dover had it 
confirmed this week the slice towards the 
local council will rise by 2.8 per cent. 

Dover District Council rubber-stamped 
the rise, in line with most other authorities. 
The biggest chunk of the bill is for Kent 
County Council. 


THREE men were arrested after police 
raided a cannabis farm in Ashford on 
Wednesday. 

More than 200 fully-grown plants and 
associated cultivation equipment was found 
at the Eden Business Centre, south of the 
town. 


A SPECIAL advisor to the Prince of Wales is 
to deliver a special free lecture at the 
University of Kent on March 9 at 6.30pm. 

Tony Juniper will talk about the economy 
and its relationship with the environment at 
the Woolf Lecture Theatre at the university’s 
Canterbury campus. 


Bluewater six released 

SIX people arrested following a report of a 
sexual assault at a car park at Bluewater last 
March have been released without charge 
due to insufficient evidence. 

Officers are continuing to support the 
victim and will review the case should any 
further information be received. 


Loud oh calories, salt 
and fats. Big oh taste. 




Nutritious & Delicious Menu Pack for only £26.95 


Diced Beef Chilli £3.65 
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7 main courses: Roast Pork nith Cider & Apple 
Grauy, Chicken & Spring Vegetable Casserole, 
Sliced Beef in a Red Wine Sauce, Moroccan 
Chicken, Diced Beef Chilli, Butternut Squash 
and Butterbean Steui, Salmon Prouenqale 

ORDER CODE: ND2 


Looking after yourself has neuer been so enjoyable. Introducing the 
Nutritious & Delicious range. 

Those cleuer chefs at Wiltshire Farm Foods knou) hou) to make really 
healthy food, really tasty. Euery dish uses tasty ingredients that are 
perfectly cooked, then quick-frozen to lock the goodness in. Each meal 
Is under 400 calories and contributes to your 5 a day. All auailable 
no-contract, no-commitment - order uuhat you uuant. Try our menu 
noun uuith our Nutritious & Delicious Menu Pack. 

Call us today or go online for your FREE brochure 

01227774 999 

UUiLtslrirefarnHfOOdS.com Wiltshire Farm Foods 
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DJ Sara ‘in fear’ of stalker 



THREATENED: DJ and TV presenter, Sara Cox was stalked by Andrew Collins 


By Tom Pugh 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


A STALKER who admitted 
placing BBC Radio 2 DJ 
Sara Cox “in great fear” 
by sending her a series of 
letters and hoarding in¬ 
decent images of children is set to be 
sentenced at crown court. 

Anthony Collins, 49, from 
Chatham pleaded guilty on February 
11 to harassment relating to notes 
posted to the 42-year-old host of The 
Great Pottery Throw Down on BBC 
Two and the former host of the Radio 
1 Breakfast Show. 

Medway Magistrates’ Court heard 
Collins sent the star a series of letters 
handwritten in felt-tip pen along with 
a printed photo of Cox, referred to in 
court by her married name Cyzer. 

Prosecutor Paul Edwards said Col¬ 
lins wrote that he was lonely, that his 
mother had died from cancer and his 
brother had drowned in a river. 

He added that most of his friends 
were dead, that he suffered from bipo¬ 
lar disorder, and he asked Cox to in¬ 
vite him to Radio 2’s studios, saying 
she was “sexy”. 

The court was told that Cox’s hus¬ 
band also received a handwritten let¬ 
ter, along with a picture of his celeb¬ 
rity wife holding a child. 

Mr Edwards told magistrates the 


victim was “a well-known disc jockey 
at the BBC”. 

He said: “The matter was reported 
to the police on February 8 and the de¬ 
fendant was subsequently arrested. 

“The victim was placed in great 
fear by the nature of the letters. It’s 
not so much that there were threats, 
but clearly there was a process of 
stalking and doing lots of research.” 


When Collins was arrested on Feb¬ 
ruary 10, police found indecent imag¬ 
es of children, Mr Edwards went on. 

In addition to admitting harass¬ 
ment, Collins, formerly of Afghan 
Road, Chatham, pleaded guilty to two 
counts of possessing indecent images 
and two counts of making indecent 
images of children. 

Collins appeared in court legally 


unrepresented via video link. 

He told magistrates he had “exten¬ 
sive mental health disorders”. 

Chairman of the bench Veenod 
Rama further remanded Collins in 
custody to appear for sentencing at 
Maidstone Crown Court on a date to 
be fixed. 

Sara Cox presents Sounds of the 
80s on BBC Radio 2. 


Gang in bar 
attack jailed 

Three men have been jailed after an 
assault which left a 23-year-old man 
with multiple breaks to his jaw after 
a dispute in a Maidstone bar. 

David Ademiju, Joseph Jabatie, and 
Sam Grief carried out the assault in 
September in Upper Stone Street. 
They all denied charges of GBH but 
were convicted at Maidstone Crown 
Court and sentenced on Thursday. 

Ademiju, 27, of Brewer Street 
received seven and a half years, 
Jabatie, 34, of Thackeray Road, 
Larkfield, seven years and Grief, 24, 
from Lucerne Street, four years and 
five months. 

Pensioner’s 
head injury 

A 78-year-old woman was in 
hospital this week with a serious 
head injury after being hit by a car in 
Tunbridge Wells. 

Police and emergency services 
were called at around 10.49am on 
Monday after reports a black 
Vauxhall Zafira had hit a pedestrian 
on Prospect Road, near the junction 
to Pembury Road. The driver had 
remained at the scene. 

Police are appealing for witnesses. 


GIRLINGS 

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE 
HELPDESK 

Call us on 0845 0649 999 

or email us at personal@girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 

For a FREE, no obligation chat about your claim for 
negligent medical treatment 



www.girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 

KENT no win no fee specialists 


Isle of Wight 
4-day Coach trip 
just £133 

You can now have a fantastic 4-day coach trip to the glorious Isle of 
Wight this April for a special late-availabiIity one-off price! 

And, it’s a lovely 3 star hotel - one of the best in Sandown. 

Even includes a Cream Tea in a Chocolate-box Village. 


Arrive Friday 7th April Stay for 3 nights with trips out Saturday and Sunday... 

Day 1: Coach arrives Ocean Hotel Sandown this afternoon for 3 nights 
Day 2 We see the famous ‘Needles’ at Alum Bay then time in West Cowes and we end the 
day in the picture-postcard village of Godshill including a cream tea at the Old Smithy. 
Day 3: A trip to the Island’s capital Newport then Ryde and this afternoon we visit 
England’s largest Wine Vineyard with 
plenty of samples!! 

Day 4: We return home after a last, hearty 
‘Ocean’ breakfast 

A Super little spring break for just 

£133 

Ocean Hotel, Sandown ★★★ 

Set in semi-tropical gardens with salt water 
heated outdoor pool. Excellent food. Nightly 
entertainment. All 95 guest rooms ensuite with 
full facilities. 



Departs; Friday 7th April £133 

Price includes: 3 nights D/B/B plus coach and ferry travel and 
trips out as shown. Single Supp £19. 

Call to book or book online 

GBTOURS S 0151 652 2222 

www.gbtours.com 

33 years of great-value trips. ABTOT Bonded 5076 


Our coach departs: Maidstone, 
Sittingbourne, Chatham, Rochester, 
Gillingham, Gravesend - and then to 
lisle of Wight. No changing coaches, 
no endless pick-ups. Same coach, 
same driver throughout your holiday 
- always with GBTours. 
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MARGATE WINTER GARRENS 


BOX OFFICE: 01843 292795 
margatewintergardens.co.uk 
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Authorities 
count true 
cost of the 
new £1 coin 

This month the Royal Mint releases 
the 12-sided coin, prompting our 
councils to upgrade parking machines 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


C ASH-strapped local au¬ 
thorities across the county 
are facing a combined bill 
of around £250,000 to en¬ 
sure parking and vending 
machines are ready to accept the new 
one pound coin when it enters circula¬ 
tion later this month. 

The 12-sided security-conscious 
coin will replace the existing one 
which was launched back in 1983. 

However, amid mounting concerns 
over the number of counterfeit coins 
in circulation - it is estimated around 
one in every 30 is a fake - the Royal 
Mint has commissioned a coin which 
should pose a real headache to forgers. 

But it’s also proved a financial pain 
to our borough and district councils 
as they rush to adjust their automated 


CHANGE: Parking is main issue 


machines in time. 

By October, the current £1 coin will 
no longer be legal tender. 

Car park machines are the primary 
focus of councils’ changes, but there 
are also swimming pool lockers to 
consider too. 

All authorities have handled things 
a little differently - with some taking 
the opportunity to completely replace 
their existing machines, while others 
have simply changed the mechanism 
of handling the coin. 

Tonbridge and Mailing Borough 
Council said it has recently been out to 
tender and will replace car parking 
machines across the borough in time 
for the release of the new £1. 

A spokesman explained: “There are 
41 machines across the borough 
which will be replaced at a cost of 
£117,861.40-plus VAT. 

“The lockers at Larkfield Leisure 
Centre will be replaced in time for the 
release of the new £1 coin, at an ap¬ 
proximate cost of £44,000. 

“The lockers at the other borough 
leisure facilities will probably only re¬ 
quire a change of their locking mecha¬ 
nism, the cost of which will be borne 
by Tonbridge and Mailing Leisure 
Trust who manage the leisure facili¬ 
ties on behalf of the council. 

“Vending machines are in private 
ownership and will be dealt with ac¬ 
cordingly by their owners.” 

Robert Styles, director of street 
scene, leisure and technical services 
for the authority added: “The car 
parking machines across Tonbridge 
and Mailing Borough and the lockers 
at Larkfield Leisure Centre have come 
to the end of their useful lives and are 
due for replacement. The council has 
taken a common sense approach and 
timed the replacements to coincide 
with the release of the new £1 coin. In 
this way we have ensured that we 
have avoided any additional cost bur¬ 
den.” 

A spokesman for Thanet District 
Council, meanwhile, told us: “We 
have to change the specification of 
105 machines for the new £1 coin and 
will cost the council around £15.500. 

“We also have had to purchase a 
new cash sorting machine at the cost 
of £8,500. There has been no financial 
help or reimbursement from the gov¬ 
ernment.” 

Similiar in shape to the old three¬ 




penny bit, the new coin in¬ 
cludes a hidden piece of technolo¬ 
gy within it which, it is claimed, will 
enable coin sorting machines to iden¬ 
tify which are fakes. 

Perhaps unsurprisingly, the Royal 
Mint is keeping just what it is a closely 
guarded secret. 

Dual-coloured - similar to the £2 
coin - it also features a new portrait of 
the Queen and a hologram - another 
measure aimed at deterring any coun¬ 
terfeiters. 

Dartford said its main cost was 
parking machines which was costing 
it around £6,000 with a management 
company for its leisure complex foot¬ 
ing the bill for changes there. 

It was a similiar situation at Swale. 
A spokesman explained: “For our car 
parks the cost to update pay and dis¬ 
play machines to accept new coins is 
£4,275. 

“The changes were planned and 
funded from the service budget, so 
nothing from the government, and 
not the contractors as they don’t own 
the machines, to make sure our cus¬ 
tomers are able to use the new coins 
within our car parks when they come 
into circulation.” 

Asked if there is any criticism of the 
introduction, the council said: “It is 
just one of those things. We knew it 
was coming, so had to budget for it.” 

Simply finding a parking space in 
Maidstone is often an achievement - so 
you’ll be pleased to learn if you do, the 
machines will be ready. 

A spokesman for the borough coun¬ 
cil explaining: “There are 56 ma¬ 
chines in Maidstone - 45 metric ma¬ 
chines and 11 Parkeon [machines 
capable of also taking cards]. 

“The costs incurred for the metric 
machine conversion is £4,275-plus 
VAT which is around £95 each, and 
for Parkeon it is £2,178.00-plus VAT 
which is £198 each.” 

Medway Council had to upgrade 


over 150 machines, setting it back 
£16,136. 

A spokesman for Ashford said: “The 
introduction of the 12-sided £1 coin is 
a national change of course and so 
this is something that has been ex¬ 
pected and planned for. 

“A minor modification is required to 
the machines that will then enable 
them to accept both the existing and 
soon-to-be introduced £1 coins. This 
change will be made in April, when 
the slight increase in parking fees 
takes effect - meaning both changes, 
which need to be made by the manu¬ 
facturer, can be done at the same time. 

“It will cost approximately £9,900 
to adapt the machines to accept the 
new coin.” 

Councillor David Monk, leader of 
Shepway District Council, said: “It will 
cost us a total of £7,658 to alter our 
parking pay and display machines but 
if this helps stop fraud on a national 
scale that must be a good thing.” 

Councils have been stung in recent 
years by huge reductions in central 
government funding which has left 
them forced to cut many provisions to 
the bone. 

Gravesham Borough Council dipped 
into a fund not provided by the tax¬ 
payer for its changes, however. 

A spokesman explained: “The 
change to pay and display machines to 
accept new pound coins was funded 
from the decriminalised account, 
which is funded from parking tickets. 
Therefore, at no cost to the tax payer. 
We have 42 machines that have been 
replaced which cost £8,316-plus 
VAT.” 

At Tunbridge Wells, the council 
said: “We have paid £6,318-plus VAT 
to upgrade pay and display machines 


in our car parks.” 

Sevenoaks District Council 
explained it had spent £14,000 up¬ 
grading all 75 of its pay and display 
parking machines. 

Dover said it installed 68 brand new 
parking machines last December, as 
part of a routine maintenance pro¬ 
gramme, and were already equipped 
to deal with the new coin. 

Canterbury also took a more long 
term approach. 

A spokesman explained: “We have 
finished converting all our parking 
machines at an estimated cost of 
£30,000. Our view is that this is some¬ 
thing that happens and you have to 
get on and deal with it.” 

The British Parking Association 
said: “We have been working closely 
with the Royal Mint to ensure that its 
members, who include local authori¬ 
ties, parking operators, and parking 
machine manufacturers, are ready to 
accept the new £1 coin wherever pos¬ 
sible at launch. 

“Most parking machine manufac¬ 
turers are members of the BPA and 
they say they are positive they will be 
able to manage the upgrade in a time¬ 
ly manner. 

“The major pay and display ma¬ 
chine manufacturers begun the up¬ 
grades over 12 months ago and are 
also starting to incorporate accept¬ 
ance of the new coin on new equip¬ 
ment being manufactured and deliv¬ 
ered. 

“This is a huge programme of work 
and the Royal Mint recognises this 
with the planned six-month co-circu¬ 
lation period, at the end of which all 
coin handling equipment should be 
ready to accept the new £1 coin. 

“Some believe that the advent of the 
new £1 coin may encourage a move 
towards cashless payment systems, 
but there is evidence to suggest that 
significant numbers of motorists are 
not ready to embrace modern pay¬ 
ment systems, preferring coins.” 
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SUFFERING: Eating disorders are seen as a mental health issue and need a high priority and more funding, says Labour’s Mike Eddy 


Call for eating disorder beds as 
patients sent as far as Scotland 

A report revealed that those in the county needing particular specialist treatment have been sent 
hundreds of miles due to a lack of beds - an issue which NHS England insists is now being addressed 


By Adele Couchman 

AdeLe.Couchman@archant.co.uk 


S Eriously ill patients with eat¬ 
ing disorders from Kent are 
among those being sent as 
far away as Scotland be¬ 
cause bed shortages mean 
they cannot be cared for in their local 
area. 

It is understood they are among 
many vulnerable patients from Eng¬ 
land who have been sent hundreds of 
miles away to get residential treat¬ 
ment at a specialist eating disorder 
clinic in Glasgow. 

Figures from NHS England reveal 
there were 376 out-of-area place¬ 
ments for eating disorder patients 
from Kent, Surrey and Sussex during 
2016. Although the majority of those 
travelled to specialist eating disorder 
units in London, 12 were sent to 
Southampton and six to Glasgow - in¬ 
cluding patients sent from Kent. 

Currently, there are no inpatient 
beds in Kent for seriously ill eating 
disorder patients needing access to 
the highest level of care. The Red 
House in Maidstone was the only 
place in Kent to provide inpatient 
treatment, but a decision was made to 
close the six beds provided at the unit 
in 2015. 

Eating disorder treatment in Kent 
currently includes outpatient thera¬ 
py, primary care liason, day patient 


treatments and outreach services, as 
well as a primary care early interven¬ 
tion service for people aged 14 and 
upwards whose GPs suspect may have 
or be developing anorexia or bulimia. 
The services, which are run by the 
Kent and Medway NHS and Social 
Care Partnership Trust, saw 371 pa¬ 
tients in 2016 compared to 306 in 
2015. 

To keep up with demand, NHS Eng¬ 
land has announced 20 beds will be¬ 
come available for eating disorder 
patients this year in the south east - 
although it is not yet known whether 
these beds will be allocated in the 
county. 

Labour councillor Mike Eddy, who 
sits on Kent County Council’s health 
overview and scrutiny committee, 
said sending eating disorder patients 
as far as Glasgow for care was “just 
another example of the underfunding 
of our health service”. 

He told KoS: “An eating disorder is a 
physical manifestation of something 
which is very psychological, and there 
is great concern if someone is having 
to go so far away to get the help and 
support they need. 

“The government have been doing 
work to improve mental health serv¬ 
ices generally, but then that’s a bit like 
saying the roof is falling off the house 
so we are visibly trying to repair the 
windows. 

“There’s so much guff from the gov¬ 
ernment about needing to do more, 


but they are not radically increasing 
funding in the NHS - which means it 
won’t go into mental health either. 

“If mental health is the Cinderella 
service of the NHS, eating disorders 
are Cinderella’s Cinderella.” 

Mr Eddy went on to say that al¬ 
though Kent’s local NHS trust has 
radically reduced out-of-area place¬ 
ments for mentally ill patients, more 
still needs to be done. 

“There are still pressures on the 
beds and there has not been a radical 
change. The trust relies on a lot of 
other organisations like the police 
and the council - so it’s a bit like reor¬ 
ganising the deckchairs but not actu¬ 
ally getting anymore to sit out on one. 

“We need better provision across 
the whole system, where we make 
sure people are intervened with earli¬ 
er, and when they get to the point 
where they need a bed there is one 
available. At the moment we have a 
form of gatekeeping, where people are 
told they are not ill enough to access 
that service. 

“We still have a number of GPs in 
the county who don’t really under¬ 
stand how to deal with mental health 
patients, and that adequate commu¬ 
nity care needs to be in place to stop 
someone going into hospital in the 
first place. 

“If we are having to move people as 
far as Glasgow as we can’t deal with 
treating people closer to home, then 
we definitely need some sort of provi¬ 


sion. That can’t be helping the patient 
or their family.” 

A recent report on private hospital 
The Priory in Glasgow revealed that 
over half of the 20 patients being 
cared for on its eating disorder unit 
were from England at the end of Octo¬ 
ber 2016. 

The specialist eating disorder facili¬ 
ty is a 25-bed unit for women, which 
provides specialist, high-end care for 
those suffering with anorexia, bulim¬ 
ia, and other forms of psychiatric ill¬ 
ness linked to eating habits. 

During 2016, it is understood NHS 
England sent patients from Kent to 
use this facility. 

The Mental Welfare Commission 
for Scotland, which published the re¬ 
port highlighting the number of Prio¬ 
ry patients from England, said it was 
concerned at the high number of pa¬ 
tients being transferred long distanc¬ 
es for care - some of whom were una¬ 
ble to be visited by friends and family 
due to finances. 

The eating disorder charity Beat 
has expressed deep concern about pa¬ 
tients being sent hundreds of miles 
away for care. 

Beat’s clinical advisor Dr. Richard 
Sly said: “Eating disorders are com¬ 
plex mental illnesses which often 
prove isolating in nature. To take a 
patient away from their family, friends 
and support structures can increase 
this sense of isolation. 

“Secondly, it is to be expected that 


following treatment, patients will re¬ 
turn home to continue their recovery. 
If they have received treatment hun¬ 
dreds of miles from home, they are 
unlikely to have had ample opportu¬ 
nity to address the many possible trig¬ 
gering situations that may be unique 
to that home environment. 

“In my clinical experience, I have 
seen many patients struggle with the 
transition from inpatient treatment to 
living back at home. If little work has 
been done in their home environment 
or geographical area, where many of 
that patients’ triggers will be, this 
transition can be particularly chal¬ 
lenging.” 

A spokesperson for NHS England 
said sometimes it was necessary to 
send patients outside of the south of 
England to provide the very best care. 

They added: “We are increasing in¬ 
vestment in mental health and in im¬ 
proving access to treatment for eating 
disorders. We are working to increase 
provision of this very specialist serv¬ 
ice in the south region - with an in¬ 
crease of 20 additional beds in the 
south east area. It takes time to trans¬ 
form services, but this will help to give 
the very best care, closer to home, re¬ 
ducing the need to use eating disorder 
unit care outside of the region.” 

The government has set a national 
ambition to eliminate inappropriate 
out of area placements in mental 
health services for adults and chil¬ 
dren in inpatient care by 2021. 
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OUR SALE NOW ON! 




Established 1981 



Over 61,000 customers! 


Introducing the... 

Supa Diamond 

A rated, ANY size, ANY number 
of openers, White UPVC 

DOUBLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 

£1,512 
WINDOWS 

6 


TRIPLE GLAZED 

4 WINDOWS 
£1,891 i£9at 

5 WINDOWS 
£2,364i£9at 

6 WINDOWS 
£2,836,°9„ 

7 WINDOWS 
£3,309tSVat 


All inclusive of fitting, survey, guarantee & includes 
Pilkington Energikare saving glass. Did you know triple glazing 
only saves an extra 0.5% on average which is about £3 per year. 

Hie choice is yours! 


iiiiri 




m 

5 Chamber Profile 
Pilkington Optiwhite™ (outer pane) 
Argon gas filling with warm edge spacer 
Pilkington K Glass™ OW (inner pane) 

A Rated Windows 


Limited 


Our Sale Now On! 

.Kent’s leading double glazing manufacturer 



15 % 

OFF ALL 

Conservatories 
& Orangeries 


r 




Celebrating over 36 years of 

beautiful windows...Guaranteed 
0 % Finance representative available 
upon request subject to status 




Don’t just 
glaze it, 

Al of our installers are CRB checked. 


Offers end 
14th 
March 




Knight Road, Strood (opposite Morrisons) 

01634 294 69u 


Open 6 days a week 
Monday ■ Saturday 9am ■ 5pm 


AS HEARD ON heart W "wsT I FENSA 

103.1 102,3 II^FJrN —— 


\ Profile: BS7950BS7413 

7 Door Lock: BS3621 
Toughened Glass: 

BSEN12150-1 


2 Roman Square, Sittingbourne 
13 Lowfield Street, Dartford 

20 Hight Street, Rochester (next to the Victoria & Bull Hotel) 


odiurutiy 3<im ■ upm Factory awarded British Safety Council Safety Award: Every Year Since 1984 

01795 422 877 Head office and factories at Deacon Trading Centre, Knight Road, Strood. 

01634 826 238 f ^www.supaglazivig.com as 


Follow WIMWPR 

US on WINNER 

Twitter . RIT „X FET r 


*1 per order. Terms and conditions apply. Licenced credit brokers, written details available on request. E&OE 
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Will, Estate or Power of 
Attorney dispute? 

Do you have a dispute regarding 
how a Will, Estate or Power of 
Attorney has been handled? 

Whitehead Monckton has 
considerable experience in helping 
clients to resolve these difficult 
disagreements and in many cases 
achieving excellent financial results. 

We can offer a ‘NO WIN - NO FEE 5 
service for Will, Estate and Power 
of Attorney disputes. 


Call us today on 

01622 698031 

for an initial no obligation consultation by phone. 


E-mail enquiries@whitehead-monckton.co.uk 


www.whitehead-monckton.co.uk 


Whitehead Monckton Limited (no. 08366029), registered in England & Wales. Registered 
office 72 King Street, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1BL. Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors 
Regulation Authority under no. 608279. 
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MP questions if 
school is best 
place to teach 
sex education 


In the week the government signalled it is to 
ensure all pupils are taught about relationships, 
one Kent politician thinks it is too much, too 
young if those lessons include teaching lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) issues. 


By Emily King 

Emily.King@archant.co.uk 


I N the week the education minister said 
sex education is going to be compulsory 
in all secondary schools, a Kent MP says 
it is not the “time and place” to teach 
youngsters about lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and transgender (LGBT) relationship. 

Conservative MP for South Thanet, Craig 
Mackinlay’s comment look set to fly in the face 
of Justine Greening who this week announced 
children are to learn about healthy relation¬ 
ships from the age of four, with sex education 
compulsory in all secondary schools. 

While not confirmed, that is expected to in¬ 
clude alternatives to traditional hetrosexual 
relationships. 

Parents will still have the right to withdraw 
their child from the classes, while religious 
schools will still be able to teach sex education 
within the tenets of their faith, the govern¬ 
ment announced. 

It has been hailed as a victory by various 
pressure groups who have long called for ex¬ 
isting sex education guidelines to be over¬ 
hauled in light of the changing way in which 
society now accepts those of differing sexuali¬ 
ties. 

In a written statement, the education secre¬ 
tary said that statutory guidance for sex and 
relationships education (SRE) introduced in 
2000 had become “increasingly outdated”, 
failing to address issues that had become in¬ 
creasingly common, such as cyber bullying, 
sexting and online safety. 

Under the move, all primary schools will 
have to teach age appropriate lessons about 
relationships, while secondaries will have to 
give classes in both sex and relationships. 

Currently, sex education is compulsory only 
for secondary pupils in schools run by local 
authorities. 

The change makes the subject mandatory in 
all schools, including academies, independent 
schools and religious free schools and extends 
the subject to include relationships and mod¬ 
ern phenomena such as internet porn and sex- 
ting. 

“I am announcing my intention to put rela¬ 
tionships and sex education on a statutory 
footing, so every child has access to age appro¬ 
priate provision, in a consistent way,” the min¬ 
ister said. 

She also said she was intending to make per¬ 
sonal, social and health education (PSHE) 


compulsory in the future, following further 
consultation on what it should include. 

The statement said: “The statutory guid¬ 
ance for sex and relationships education was 
introduced in 2000 and is becoming increas¬ 
ingly outdated. 

“It fails to address risks to children that have 
grown in prevalence over the last 17 years, in¬ 
cluding cyber bullying, ‘sexting’ and staying 
safe online. 

“Parents will continue to have a right to 
withdraw their children from sex education. 

“Schools will have flexibility over how they 
deliver these subjects, so they can develop an 
integrated approach that is sensitive to the 
needs of the local community, and, as now, 
faith schools will continue to be able to teach 
in accordance with the tenets of their faith.” 

The leader of the East Kent branch of the 
Women’s Equality Party, Allegra Galvin, wel¬ 
comed the news: “A lot of the headline focus is 
on LGBT-inclusive sex and relationships edu¬ 
cation because that’s why it’s often rejected by 
faith schools. But it’s really important to note 
that by not updating the topic as a whole we 
are doing young people a disservice, as what 
we’re teaching is inadequate. In reality we 
need to have a really honest conversation with 
young people about their expectations from 
sex and relationships, and about whether 
they’re realistic. 

“The party also believes that gender aware¬ 
ness should be talked about much earlier as we 
see girls of 12 saying they don’t want to play 
certain sports or learn certain subjects just be¬ 
cause they think they’re for boys. 

“Essentially we think it should be mandato¬ 
ry because British modern values are inclusive 
of everyone, and reflect equality, but if we’re 
not teaching teenagers about the LGBT com¬ 
munity, then we’re not promoting an equal 
society. We understand where faith schools 
are coming from, and why parents would wish 
to send their children to faith schools, but we 
still think it should be compulsory to learn 
LGBT-inclusive sex and relationships educa¬ 
tion, and then if parents feel the need to share 
their differing stance on the topic, then they 
can do that at home.” 

Speaking to KoS, Mr Mackinlay said: “I’m 
completely in favour of people’s relationship 
choices, and I think everyone should be who 
they want to be and be with whoever they 
want to be with, but I don’t think school is the 
time or place to educate young people about 
the LGBT community. 
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TEACHING: Education secretary Liz Truss, has said sex education will become mandatory at both primary and secondary schools across the country 


“I’m sure there will be opposition 
from faith schools and I’m sure a lot of 
people will be concerned if sex educa¬ 
tion is forced upon their children. 

“I agree that parents need to be 


consulted on this matter. If the public 
and parents are for compulsory sex 
education, yes, let the changes hap¬ 
pen, but it’s good that they can opt 
out.” 


Ms Greening put emphasis on the 
subject being “age appropriate” 
meaning primary school children 
will not be taught about the biologi¬ 
cal mechanics of sex. Instead, they 


are likely to be taught about relation¬ 
ship issues. 

Garry Ratcliffe, the executive 
headteacher of Oakfield Academies in 
Dartford, and chair of the north 


board of the Kent Association of 
Headteachers, agreed that was the 
best way forward. 

■ Continued on page 16 
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■ Continued from page 15 


He said: “What we teach in schools 
needs to be age appropriate, hence 
why I agree that there is a need to 
consult parents on what will be 
taught. But on the flip side, all schools 
have a homophobic bullying agenda 
to tackle and need to teach young 
people to respect other’s life choices, 
which includes trans people. Sex and 
relationships are ever-changing, 
which is why this update on what to 
teach could be good. 

“My schools have displays around 
different families and promoting the 
same love. Schools need to be con- 
cious of different family make ups and 
the needs of the parent body. 

“We need to promote different fam¬ 
ilies, some children may have a gay 
uncle who has a partner, or an older 
sister who is lesbian. There is an em¬ 
phasis in the guidelines on promoting 
marriage as a stable relationship, but 
we also have a duty to ensure we’re 
covering every corner of our commu¬ 
nity, and keeping everything inte¬ 
grated.” 

Though the updated curriculum 
outline has not been produced yet, 
the Women’s Equality Party cau¬ 
tioned that giving schools flexibility 
should not provide a loophole for in¬ 
stitutions to avoid teaching children 
about LGBT+ relationships, and that 
they will continue to hold the govern¬ 
ment to account on this. 

Russell Hobby, general secretary of 
the National Association of Head 
Teachers (NAHT), said: “We welcome 
the announcements made this week. 

“We have long advocated age ap¬ 
propriate sex education and PSHE, for 
all pupils in all schools, to help pre¬ 
pare young people for the challenges 



teachers and young people for all 
children in all schools to be prepared 
for the opportunities and challenges 
of modern life.” 

In primary schools, the focus 
would be on building healthy rela¬ 
tionships and staying safe, the De¬ 
partment for Education (DfE) said, 
adding that as children got older it 
was important that they understood 
healthy adult relationships in more 
depth. 

The government will hold discus¬ 
sions on what should be taught to 
children, and at what age, and there 
will be a full public consultation later 
this year. 

Schoolchildren could be taught the 
new curriculum from as soon as Sep¬ 
tember 2019, the department said. 

■ What do you think? Is this a 
good idea? Share you views and 
join the debate. Email us at edi- 
torial@kosmedia.co.uk or write 
to: The Editor, KoS, Kent House, 
81 Station Road, Ashford TN23 
1PE We’ll feature some of the 
best on our letters’ page. 


QUESTION: Tory MP Craig Mackinlay, with now- PM Theresa May during his election campaign in 2015 


they will encounter in their adult 
lives and the current challenges they 
face beyond the school gates. 

“It is so important for young people 
to be taught about appropriate rela¬ 
tionships, and the duties set out today 
bring that one step closer. 

“NAHT has long argued that SRE is 
best fulfilled as part of statutory 
PSHE, and we welcome the an¬ 
nouncement of a review into the 
shape of this.” 

The Bishop of Ely, the Rt Revd 
Stephen Conway, the Church of Eng¬ 
land’s lead bishop on education, said 
every parent and teacher wanted the 
best for children and for them to be 


safe in a changing world, adding that 
many people, including many Chris¬ 
tians, were concerned about what 
might be taught in schools, and 
whether children could be exposed to 
too much too young. 

But he added: “It is becoming in¬ 
creasingly clear that what might 
have held in previous eras is no longer 
the most effective way of keeping our 
children safe and preparing them for 
life in the world in which they live. 

“In an age when even primary 
school children are becoming ex¬ 
posed to online pornography, often 
by accident, and when practices such 
as ‘sexting’ are becoming common¬ 


place at a younger and younger age, 
we cannot simply advocate an ap¬ 
proach like the three monkeys cover¬ 
ings their eyes, ears and mouths, 
vowing to see, hear or speak no evil.” 

He added: “I believe there is a need 
for carefully targeted and age appro¬ 
priate relationship education for chil¬ 
dren from primary school.” 

Jonathan Baggaley, chief executive 
of the PSHE Association, said: “This is 
a historic first step and a clear state¬ 
ment of intent from government. 

“Following years of campaigning 
we are delighted that Justine Green¬ 
ing has taken this vital step to re¬ 
spond to the calls from parents, 
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PRE-REG VAUXHALL OFFERS - DELIVERY MILEAGE ONLY! 


INSURE FUEL GO! 


66-Reg Corsa Elite 1.4 5dr 



FROM ONLY 


£152 

35 months - Plus £1,371 initial rental 


PER 

MONTH' 


CHOICE OF COLOURS" 


HURRY! 

a wlfP ST °CKS 

AVAILABLE! 

Standard features: 

• Single zone climate control 
• Automatic lighting 
• Rear parking camera 
• Front fog lamps 
• Vauxhall OnStar - your 
own personal connectivity 
and service assistant 


(Corsa Elite models do not include 
17-inch alloy wheels orxenon headlights). 


LIMITED PERIOD ONLY! 



3 YEARS 

ROAD FUND 
LICENCE 

3YEARS 

ROUTINE 


66-Reg 

Viva SE 1.0 A/C 5dr 



• Air conditioning • Multi airbags 

• Electric front windows* Remote central locking 


CHOICE OF COLOURS* 


FROM ONLY 

CIIR PER 

b I I MONTH* 

35 months - Plus £1,037 initial rental 


66-Reg 

Corsa Sting 1.4 3dr 



• Heated windscreen • ABS brakes 

• Electric mirrors • Six airbags • Alloy wheels 


CHOICE OF COLOURS* 


FROM ONLY 

£151 per 

l+J I MONTH 1 

35 months - Plus £1,363 initial rental 


66-Reg 

Meriva Life 1.4 5dr 



• Air conditioning • Twin front airbags 

• Bluetooth • ABS brakes • Electric windows 


CHOICE OF COLOURS* 


FROM ONLY 

£169££S 

35 months - Plus £1,528 initial rental 


ALTERNATIVE INITIAL RENTALS, PAYMENTS AND PERIODS AVAILABLE! 


SERVICING 

3 YEARS 

BREAKDOWN 

COVER 

TYRES 

FOR THE DURATION 
OF YOUR AGREEMENT ** 


WJ King 

www.wjking.co.uk/vauxhall 

*Service 


Welling 08434 877685 
Bexleyheath 08434 877723 
Farningham 08434 877567 


Swan ley 08434 877550 
Woolwich 08434 877926 
Dartford 08434 877527 


Gravesend 08434 877587 
Bromley 08434 877879 
Rochester 08434 877618* 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C02 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range (excl. Ampera): 
Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 76.3 (3.7), Extra-urban: 23.9 (11.8) - 94.2 (3.0), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 88.3 (3.2). C02 emissions: 373 - 85g/km. # 

t Personal Contract Hire offerfe) for the models shown. All prices quoted include VAT at the current rate. Figures based on a non-maintenance contract hire package with advance rental of £1,371 (Corsa Elite), £1,037 (Viva), £1,363 (Corsa Sting), £1,528 (Meriva) then 35 monthly rentals of £152 (Corsa Elite), £115 (Viva), £151 (Corsa sting), £169 
(Meriva). Excess mileage charges apply. Excess charges also apply if you breach manufacturer servicing or maintenance guidelines or if the car is exceeds BVRLA Fair Wear&Tear guidelines for its age/mileage when it is returned. Package includes road fond licence and AAAssistance. forfoll specification andT&Cs contact your nearest WJ 
King Vauxhall dealer YOU WILL NOT OWN THE CAR. All offers are subject to availability and may not apply to all retailer stocks. Finance provided by ALD Automotive Ltd, BS16 3JA Finance applicants must be 18 or over Finance subject to status and terms and conditions. Offers apply to selected pre-registered vehicles purchased on ALD 
Automotive Ltd. Personal Contract Hire between 22nd February 2017 and 31st March 2017 delivery dates for selected vehicles apply. "Some colours available at extra cost ""Three years routine servicing: 12 months or 20,000 miles, whichever occurs first ** Replacement tyres only when required. Please note, models portrayed are for 
illustration purposes only and may not represent actual model. WJ King reserves the right to withdraw any offer at any time. Telephone calls may be recorded for training purposes. #0fficial EU-regulated test data are provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other 
non-technical factors. All prices and offers correct at time of going to press. E&OE. 
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Pressure is 
growing on 
schools as 
numbers rise 


Hundreds fail to get one of their choice 
of secondary schools and the problem 
may intensify over the coming years 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


A FORMER headteacher 
and education consult¬ 
ant says Kent is going to 
have to cope with an ad¬ 
ditional 1,500 applica¬ 
tions for secondary school places 
within the next three years. 

It comes at a time of an almighty 
squeeze on education budgets for 
both grammars and non-selectives 
with many already having to cut 
their cloth according to the harsh 
economic realities - most notably by 
reducing staff numbers. 

This year alone, the number of ap¬ 
plications to Kent County Council for 
secondary places rose by 646. 

But Peter Read, from Gravesend, 
who offers an educational advice 
service through his KentAdvice.co. 
uk website, says the rise in popula¬ 
tion - not including inward migration 
- could push our state school system 
to the limit. 

“For 2017 entry, an additional 743 
additional places have been created, 
including one new school, but one 
wonders how much longer can this 
approach continue? 

“I am personally conscious of the 
increasing number of enquiries I 
have been receiving from London 


families, especially drawn to Kent’s 
and increasingly to Medway’s gram¬ 
mar schools. At least three more new 
schools are planned to open in the 
next few years, the first to come on 
stream being the Maidstone School of 
Science and Technology to open in 
September 2018, a new six form entry 
non-selective school adjacent to Val¬ 
ley Park and Invicta Grammar. 
Whilst this is planned to meet major 
expansion of Maidstone, it illustrates 
one of the collateral problems of set¬ 
ting up attractive new schools, as the 
less popular New Line Learning 
Academy will be very much at risk 
until demand catches up.” 

His comments come in the week 
parents were informed which school 
their child has been allocated a place 
at this September. School admissions 
day follows the closing of applications 
back in October where parents put 
their top four choices in order of pref¬ 
erence. 

Under Kent County Council’s area, 
just over 80 per cent of children got 
their first choice, while Medway was 
slightly lower with just under 80 per 
cent. 

However, of more concern for Kent 
were the hundreds of children across 
both authorities who failed to get any 
of their choices 

Adds former grammar head Mr 
Read: “Sadly, 616 children did not get 



PLACES: Parents found out this week where their children would be going 



WARNING : Former head teacher Peter Read is alert to the concerns over school places 


any of their choices which, whilst 
more than last year, is still better 
than 2015 and most previous years. 
KCC has been working hard negotiat¬ 
ing with popular schools to admit ad¬ 
ditional pupils with considerable suc¬ 
cess, in what they describe as ‘a 
challenging year’. The number of out 
of county children being awarded 
Kent places has hardly changed from 
2016, settling at 810, although some 
of these will drop out as local alterna¬ 
tives present themselves. 

“The picture is very different in 
Medway although it is hard to be pre¬ 
cise for, as always, their data is very 
skimpy. However, the bottom line is 
there is a fall of over five per cent in 
the proportion of children being of¬ 
fered their first choice of school, and a 
near doubling of the number getting 
none of their choices from 77 to 142 
children - my approximate figures 
from the percentages given.” 

Roger Gough, Kent County Coun¬ 
cil’s cabinet member for education 
and health reform, said: “As we pre¬ 
dicted, this has proved Kent’s most 
challenging year due to record num¬ 
bers of applicants. In spite of the sig¬ 
nificant increase, 13,446 families 
will receive their first preference and 
1,857 their second preference school. 

“As is the case each year, a large 
number of applications have been 
made for Kent schools from outside of 
Kent and although this is a credit to 
our schools and their growing popu¬ 
larity, it makes meeting parental pref¬ 
erences ever more challenging. Out 
of the 19,442 applications received, 
2,745 of these were from parents who 
do not live in Kent, and about a third 
of this number secured an offer of a 
Kent school. 

“Unfortunately it is not always pos¬ 
sible to offer parents one of their pre¬ 
ferred schools. School allocations can 
only be made by KCC after all other 
preferences have been satisfied. 
Again we have seen many of those in 


need of an allocation, failing to name 
more than one preference. This limits 
the opportunity to access local 
schools at the outset and may mean 
we must offer an available school out¬ 
side the immediate area if local 
schools have filled with named prefer¬ 
ences. 

“For those who have not secured a 
preferred school, I would like to reas¬ 
sure parents that this is the very first 
stage of the school allocation process 
and that a specialist Kent County 
Council team is on hand to help with 
any queries they may have. There will 
be considerable movement through 
waiting lists and the appeals process 
between now and September.” 

Medway Council’s portfolio holder 
for educational attainment and im¬ 
provement, Martin Potter, said sim¬ 
ply: “It’s great news that a vast major¬ 
ity of children have been offered a 
place at one of their top preference 
schools. Secondary school is a huge 
step for youngsters and I encourage 
them to keep working hard to achieve 
their full potential. 

“The council will continue to sup¬ 
port schools to further raise stand¬ 
ards and challenge academy trusts 
and the regional schools commission¬ 
er on delivering the best outcomes for 
our Medway children.” 

Parents who applied online for a 
place, which was around 91 per cent 
of Kent applications, received an 
email after 4pm on Wednesday - all 
others were sent a letter by first class 
mail on that same day. 

Kent saw 80.53 per cent given their 
first choice. That’s in line with 2015’s 
figures, but a dip on last year’s when 
more than 81 per cent got their first 
choice. 

In total, more than 91 per cent got 
either their first or second choice. 

Despite the increase in numbers, 
more than 250 more children than 
last year will get their first preference 
secondary school and over 96 per 


cent will receive an offer from one of 
the four schools they named. 

Of the 3,174 Medway children of¬ 
fered places, 79 per cent have been of¬ 
fered their first preference place, and 
12 per cent have been awarded their 
second preference. 

The unitary authority received ap¬ 
plications from 3,799 children in to¬ 
tal, including 625 from out of the 
area. 

Parents will have until March 16 to 
accept or refuse their offer and return 
waiting list forms. Parents must also 
lodge any appeals for their named 
schools by March 29. 

Kent County Council will reallo¬ 
cate places from schools’ waiting lists 
sending out a second round of offers 
on April 28. 

For those unhappy with their selec¬ 
tion, Peter Read says: “If you are not 
awarded the school of your choice, 
then certainly go on the waiting list 
for every school you have applied for 
and still wish to consider. 

“You have the right to appeal to 
any and every school for which you 
have been turned down. 

“Obviously, you should talk to your 
primary school who should be able to 
offer advice and, if you are not sure of 
the school to which you have been al¬ 
located, ask for another visit, which is 
likely to be as an individual rather 
than with the crowd who were there 
on the open day. 

“You also have the option of mak¬ 
ing a late application for a fresh 
school, called an ‘in year application’ 
from March 16 in Kent, or go on any 
school’s waiting list after April 28. 

“You can apply for as many schools 
as you wish through this process. 
Every year we see a considerable 
‘churning’ effect as children take up 
places off the waiting lists, as children 
win appeals at higher preferences, 
and some unhappy families remove 
themselves from the state system, so 
don’t lose hope.” 
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Kenneth Noye: The career criminal 
who is edging towards his freedom 


Success with a High Court challenge last month means the notorious killer could be set to move to 
an open jail. But who is the man who has become perhaps the most infamous of modern day crooks? 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


A nyone old enough to 
remember the killing of 
21-year-old Stephen 
Cameron in an apparent 
road-rage attack on a 
slip road of the M25 at Swanley in 
1996, will not need reminding of the 
man behind the crime - Kenneth 
Noye. 

Yet now, more than 20 years on, 
Noye, now 69, could soon be taking 
his first steps towards release. 

Given life for the killing in 2000 - 
and told he would spend a minimum 
of 16 years behind bars - last month 
he won a High Court challenge 
against then-justice secretary 
Michael Gove’s refusal to allow him to 
move to an open prison. 

Such prisons, which have a more 
relaxed regime, are traditionally de¬ 
signed for low-risk prisoners and 
those nearing the end of their sen¬ 
tence, as they start to adjust to re¬ 
turning to society after a long spell 
under lock and key. 


The current justice secretary Liz 
Truss will have to consider his case 
again and she could again reject it, 
but for Noye, who used to live in West 
Kingsdown, it is the glimmer of hope 
he may once again walk free. 

His notoriety, however, is almost 
certain to ensure any sort of normal¬ 
ity is unlikely. 

His criminal record includes con¬ 
victions for his part in handling some 
of the haul of the £26m Brink’s-Matt 
robbery in 1983. The biggest heist in 
British history at the time, crooks 
raided gold bullion from a warehouse 
in Heathrow. 

Two years after the crime, as police 
investigated his possible involvement, 
he stabbed to death a police officer in 
the grounds of his Kent home - later 
being cleared on the grounds of self- 
defence. 

However, he was later convicted of 
smelting some of the gold - much of it 
was never recovered - in 1986, fined 
£700,000 and sentenced to 14 years 
behind bars. He served seven before 
his release in 1994. 

But it was the killing of Stephen 
Cameron - and the subsequent global 



VICTIM: 

Dartford’s 
Stephen 
Cameron was 
just 21 when he 
was stabbed 
to death by 
Noye on the 
slip road of the 
M2 5 at Swanley 
in 1996. Right, 
Kenneth Noye 
pictured in 
2000 . 


manhunt after Noye went on the run 
- that made him a household name. 
Noye fled to Spain for two years be¬ 


fore being brought back and jailed in 

2000 . 

Former Kent detective superin- 


tendant Nick Biddiss dealt with Noye 
as part of that investigation. 

He told us: “My own personal view 
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is that some people should never 
come out and he is perhaps one of 
them.” 

He added: “But the system is as it is 
now. I don’t necessarily agree with it 


but we have to deal with the system 
we have - to accept the way things 
pan out in the end.” 

So just who is Kenneth Noye? 

He was born in Bexleyheath and 


was in trouble pretty soon. His moth¬ 
er had a dog racing track and his fa¬ 
ther ran a post office. 

A fall while scrumping at the age of 
three from a nearby apple tree gave 


him his distinct nose shape. Stealing 
cash from a Woolworth till at five and 
being called a bully while at Bexley¬ 
heath Secondary Modern School fol¬ 
lowed. In the playground he sold sto¬ 
len bicycles and became a fence for 
other items of swag - in other words 
knowingly bought stolen gear, often 
changed its appearance, and sold it on 
with the buyer not being aware of its 
origin.. A year in Borstal was his re¬ 
ward for that. 

It was here he met his future wife, 
legal secretary Brenda Tremain and 
also more than a few criminal con¬ 
tacts. Joining the Freemansons helped 
get his face out there. 

Noye bought a 20-acre site in 
School Lane, West Kingsdown, but a 
planning row slowed development 
until a mystery electrical fire de¬ 
stroyed the existing building paving 
the way to redevelopment and a man¬ 
sion home. 

He ran a haulage company and be¬ 
came a bullion dealer by the time, in 
1983, when thieves took 6,800 gold 
bars from the Brink’s Matt ware¬ 
house. Noye was suspected of han¬ 
dling and undercover police officer 
John Fordham was ‘camped’ in his 
grounds, only to be killed by Noye 
who stumbled into him after being 
aware of someone on his property. He 
stabbed him in 1985. Noye was tried 
and cleared of murder when he 
claimed the 11 wounds were in self- 
defence. 

However, during that investigation, 
11 gold bars were found and Noye was 
jailed for 14 years on a handling 
charge and released in 1994. 

Then in 1996, Danielle Cable, still 
in hiding today, apparently cut up 
Noye on an M2 5 slip-road near 
Swanley. 


At the red lights on the roundabout, 
Noye confronted her and boyfriend 
Stephen Cameron. In a scuffle, Mr 
Cameron gained an upper hand, 
prompting Noye to retrieve a knife 
from his car and stab the young elec¬ 
trician in the chest twice. He died in 
his girlfriend’s arms. 

Fearing he would never get a fair 
trial, Noye fled to Spain and was later 
extradited. He was convicted in 2000 
after Ms Cable gave evidence. She is 
now in witness protection. 

But there are still a myriad of mys¬ 
teries. Noye’s Spanish home near Bar¬ 
bate on the quieter Atlantic coast is 
now pretty run down, but someone is 
cutting the grass. 

Some £10 million in Brink’s-Matt 
gold is still missing. 

Wensley Clarkson is a journalist, 
author and expert on Noye, and he be¬ 
lieves he has received death threats. 

Writing in the Daily Mail, he said: 
“Am I scared? Well, as the author of 
the only book about Noye, I have spo¬ 
ken to many of his associates and 
know that he is capable of anything. I 
know Noye’s ability to intimidate and 
manipulate knows no boundaries.” 

Mr Clarkson said it was widely be¬ 
lieved there will be repercussions 
when Noye is released. 

He wrote that one member of the 
criminal community in Kent told him 
“he was expecting a bloodbath if Noye 
was released. He believes that a 
number of underworld figures who 
Noye thinks co-operated with police 
when they successfully tracked him 
to Spain after the Cameron murder 
are now living in fear of brutal retri¬ 
bution”. 

As he closes in on his 70s, the story 
of Kenneth Noye still, it seems, have 
chapters left to tell. 



Pilgrims 

Hospices 


2017 


THE CLASSIC 


THE CHALLENGE 

75 MILES 

THE CENTURY 

100 MILES 


1227 812609 
www.pilgrimscyclechallenge.org 

Take advantage of Early Bird Entry - £25 (closing date 12 March) 

Standard Entry £30 (closing date 23 March) 

On the Day Entry will be £45 


VIEHNATfSTlVAL BALLOT 






Thursday 9 March, 7.30pm 
Leas Cliff Hall, Folkestone 
0844 871 3015 


Friday 24 March, 7.30pm 
Stag Community Arts Centre, Sevenoaks 
01732 450175 


Wednesday 5 April, 7.30pm 
The Woodville, Gravesend 
08442 439480 


Sunday 7 May, 2pm 
Hazlitt Theatre, Maidstone 
01622 758611 


Your support means everything to the people we care for. Around 3/4 of our funding comes from 
people like you. With your help we can continue to offer quality end of life care and our full range 
of Wellbeing and Social activities. Thank you. 


t is a company limited by guarantee 
a company in England no 2000560 
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London theatre donates its 
entire auditorium to school 


Remarkable structure is saved thanks 
to composers’ link to original architect 



VISION: The original plan for the auditorium in Kilburn 


By Chris Murphy 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


A SCHOOL in Maidstone is 
celebrating after it was 
donated an entire audito¬ 
rium by a famous London 
theatre under-going a 
major refurbishment. 

The Tricycle Theatre in Kilburn an¬ 
nounced last year that it was seeking a 
new home for the innovative structure 
which is designed to be dismantled and 
reassembled as a complete, working, 
240-seat auditorium. 

And now Valley Park School has 
emerged as the lucky recipient and will 
erect the pop-up venue in its old gym¬ 
nasium. 

Designed by renowned architect 
Tim Foster back in 1979, it was due to 
be dumped as the London venue un¬ 
derwent its transformation. 

Explained Mr Foster: “It seemed to 
me a terrible waste to allow it to go in 
the skip, so I contacted the Tricycle 
and asked them if I could find a new 
home for it, which they agreed to.” 

He then agreed he would have the 


final say on just where the remarakble 
structure would end up after receiving 
a host of applications. And it was 
thanks to a Kent link to one of the na¬ 
tion’s leading composers which swung 
it for the academy which is also a spe¬ 
cialist arts college. 

The architect added: “In deciding 
they should have it, I was particularly 
influenced by the support of Anthony 
Drewe of [British composing duo] 
Stiles and Drewe, who are patrons of 
the performing arts at the school and 
reminded me of their first production 
of Just So at the Tricycle in 1990, 
which I remember well.” 

Mr Drewe grew up in Maidstone be¬ 
fore going on to pen a number of suc¬ 
cessful musicals including the likes of 
re-workings of classics such as Mary 
Poppins and Wind in the Willows. 

The move will save the school a for¬ 
tune. It is already well known for its 
support of theatrical and musical pro¬ 
duction and the delivery of the theatre 
strucutre has already been made. 

Mr Foster said: “The school has ac¬ 
quired a world-class theatre at a frac¬ 
tion of the cost of a new building. 

“The Tricycle was the first theatre I 


designed as a young architect, and I 
remained closely associated with the 
building for over 35 years, rebuilding 
the theatre after the disastrous 1987 
fire and then adding the award-win¬ 
ning cinema and rehearsal room ex¬ 
tension in 1998. 

“I was also a member of the board 
for 12 years. I was determined that the 
current management should not sim¬ 
ply throw it in a skip and I am grateful 
to them for allowing me to remove it 
and find it a new home.” 

The gifted architect said the audito¬ 
rium was designed to last and the lat¬ 
est move will ensure it does. 


He said: “Some may say that after 36 
years it has had a good run for its mon¬ 
ey and it is time for a change. I however 
feel it embodies timeless theatrical 
principles that are as valid today as 
they were when it was built. 

“Being built from a standard scaf¬ 
fold system it was low cost and unpre¬ 
tentious but its form was derived from 
the 18th century Georgian Theatre in 
Richmond Yorkshire, which gave it a 
theatrical power, which has been emu¬ 
lated worldwide. 

“Theatres with side galleries which 
embrace the stage and connect the au¬ 
dience to the actor are now the norm 



but in 1980 they were relatively novel, 
with the likes of The Young Vic and 
The Cottesloe leading the way. Despite 
its small size the theatre is capable of 
housing both the epic and the inti¬ 
mate.” 

Mr Foster has been responsible for 
many theatre projects carried out by 
his practice including the Salisbury 
Playhouse Redevelopment, the Trafal¬ 
gar Studios, the Broadway Theatre in 
Barking, the redevelopment of the The¬ 
atre Royal Norwich, the restoration of 
the Everyman Theatre in Cheltenham 
and the St James Theatre in London. 


Barnehurst Golf Course 


Treat vour mum ilih 






other’s av 

i j 

Nowserving IradUkiniil aflemnuu ivn 



Book in for afternoon tea (hte Mother's 
Day m Bamehum Golf Course. 


Call to book now: 01322 523 746 


E-mail: bariwhurst@mytimMcttvtt.co.uk 

MayplaoeRoad East, Barnehurst, Keni. DA7 6JU 


rnytmeactive 


o% 


INTEREST FREE 
CREDIT! 


www.mytimMctive.co.uk/barnehurst 


Triple OakWordrobe, 
2 over 4 Chest, 

2 x Bedside Chests. 



2m Wide Sliding 
Door Wardrobe. Delivered 
& Assembled. Choice of 
Finish. 



Chunky Oak Dining Table 
with 4 Oak Chairs. 
Delivered & Assembled. 
Table size 
120cm x 80cm closed 
153 x 80 extended 


Painted / Oak 3pc Bedroom 
Set. Fully assembled. 

Free delivery. 

Choice of colour. 




Fore ve rFu rn Ltu re 

Fabulous furniture. Amazingly affordable 

21 -23 Pickford Lane, Bexleyheath DA7 4RD 

020 8304 7400 

info@foreverfurniturebexleyheath.co.uk 

www.foreverfurniturebexleyheath.co.uk 

*subject to status. Example - Purchase price £372 Deposit £72 12 x monthly payments £25. Total paid £372 
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He has also designed theatres for 
schools and universities, which in¬ 
clude those at Dulwich College, The 
American School in London, Chelten¬ 
ham Ladies’ College, Bedford School 
and Royal Holloway University. 

He said: “We now live in an age of 
‘pop up’ theatre and an auditorium 
which can be loaded on the back of a 
lorry and moved to a new location is 
an idea that has found its time. It is not 
a new idea however - just as Burbage 
moved the Globe from Shoreditch to 
Southwark so we are moving the Tri¬ 
cycle from Kilburn to Kent.” 


The head at the school could not be 
happier to be chosen among others 
that showed keen interest. 

Vic Ashdown explained: “We are de¬ 
lighted that Tim Foster has chosen 
Valley Park School to be the new home 
for the Tricycle theatre. 

“It also further cements the links 
with our patrons George Stiles and An¬ 
thony Drewe as it was the first London 
venue for their prize winning musical 
Just So. The new theatre will also en¬ 
hance the outstanding work that hap¬ 
pens within the performing arts de¬ 
partment here at our school, providing 


yet more unforgettable experiences for 
our students and becoming a valuable 
creative resource for our local commu¬ 
nity.” 

Iain Mackintosh, theatre consultant 
and historian, said: “In 1979, when 
planning our ‘unworthy scaffold’, Tim 
and I sent Tricycle founder Ken Chubb 
off to Richmond in Yorkshire to the 
1788 Georgian Playhouse. 

“This is a unique survivor from the 
end of the 18th century. In 1963 the 
Prospect Theatre Company, which I 
had co-founded, had restaged the first 
play there for over a century; the 



CLEVER: Left, audiences at the Tricycle in London before its move 


Provok’d Wife, with a cast led by Eileen 
Atkins that transferred to the Vaude¬ 
ville. Ken said he sat in the auditorium 
alone for four hours. He returned and 
told us to go ahead. 

“There were once over 200 such 
playhouses the length and breadth of 
England at the end of the 18th century. 
They were scaled to work for comedy 
and for tragedy but were also most 
flexible. Players wheeled wheelbar¬ 
rows from the gallery to the stage. 


“The pit was floored over for parties. 
But we kept stum about the Tricycle’s 
antecedents knowing that the form of 
the Tricycle had to work for the 1980s, 
not as an antiquarian reconstruction, 
albeit in steel scaffolding which is the 
modern equivalent of Burbage’s oak 
timbers, but as a place for audiences to 
relish intimacy with the actors of to¬ 
day and to be stimulated by contempo¬ 
rary playwrights at home in such an 
intimate space.” 


D0RTrORD 

GREEK TAVERNA 


HfffTlH 


\ SATURDAY NIGHT IS PARTY NIGHT 

Greek Night 

- LIVE MUSIC, GREEK MUSIC & DANCING, 
BELLY DANCER, DJ & DISCO 
£20pp, which includes a 2-course meal. 

We cater for large parties including: Birthdays, 

Office parties and Hen & Stag do's 

SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE DETAILS 



DON'T MISS OUR 
SPECIAL THEMED NIGHTS 

Rory J as the Legendary Michael Jackson 

(as seen on Britain's Got Talent) Friday 24th March / 9th June / 8th 
September 2017. £22 per person, includes entry + 2 course meal 

ELVIS starring Mario 

Friday 23rd June Other dates to be confirmed 
£22 per person includes entry +2 course meal 

LADIES' NIGHT 21st April + 14th July + 27th October 

2 Course meal & show. Price £22 Drag queen + hunky male stripper 
Visit our website for more details. Book early to avoid disappointment 

THURSDAY RELAX AND ENJOY OUR GREEK 
HOSPITALITY £10 FOR 2 COURSES 

Great Menu Choice 

PRIVATE FUNCTIONS 

Book your special day with us 

We hold up to 130 people 
Available 7 days a week 

1 -Weddings -Anniversaries 

- Corporate events - Birthdays 

- Large family get-togethers 


website: www.dartfordgreektaverna.co.uk 
Tel: 01322 271888 • email: dartfordtaverna@aol.com 

n 59-65 Hythe Street, Dartford, DAI 1 BG ®® 
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The choice is yours... 


The choice is yours... 

Whether you are looking for a brand new kitchen or just 
to renew your exisiting one, with have over 900 kitchen 
door and worktop combinations for you to choose from. 
We can re-style your kitchen without the high price tag! 
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FITTED BEDROOMS, SLIDING WARDROBES 
& HOME OFFICE FURNITURE BY 


LIS DESIGNS 


The Right Choice For Quality Fitted Furniture 



“See Your Bedroom Furniture Being Tailor Made To Your Own Specifications In Our Factory.” 

• Full Design, Planning & Installation Service 

• Huge Range Of Designs & Finishes 

• Metal Drawer Boxes Available As Standard 

• Full Carcass Construction 

•10 Year Guarantee On All Our Products 

Made-To-Measure Sliding Wardrobes 
WE make them. WE fit them. YOU save money. 

Tel: 020 8303 1010 


LJS PRICE PROMISE 

Show LJS a genuine quote from: 

• Rhino • Spacemaker • Sharps • Hammonds 
• Sliderobes and we promise that our price 
and quality will beat them all! 


SHOWROOM AT: 54, Welling High Street, DAI 6 1TQ Located by Tesco's 
FACTORY AT: Unit D 6 Springhead Industrial Park Northfleet DAI 1 8HH | Tel: 01474 703070 

sales@ljsdesigns.co.uk | www.ljsdesigns.co.uk 


OPEN Monday 10.30am-3pm Tuesday-Saturday 10.30am-5pm Closed Sundays. 
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» Email us details of 
your event to: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 
Tel: 01233 653476 

* 

Follow us @KOSMedia or 
www.kentnews.co.uk/leisure 




BIG BREAK: Over the past year, Chris Ramsey has taken over the jungle, Virtually Famous, and had his own show on Comedy Central 


swans TV for st 


.d 


r~v 


up gigs 


The comedy presenter tells KoS about his new tour and how his career began 


C HRIS RAMSEY is cer¬ 
tainly ‘on the up’ in his 
career. He’s the presenter 
of comedy show Virtual¬ 
ly Famous, and last year 
presented I’m A Celeb’s Extra Camp, 
he’s even just finished his own 
eight-week show on Comedy Cen¬ 
tral. And now, he’s touring the UK 
with his stand up gig, Is That... 
Chris Ramsey? which he’s bringing 
to Canterbury. 

When we speak, the comedian 
relays that he’s been to Kent “loads 
of times” but does laugh that the 
only real association he has with 
the county is the Dartford Crossing. 

He says: “I love going to places 
I’ve never been to before, but I’ve 
played Canterbury a few times now, 
though I never really get a chance 
to go out. But I genuinely didn’t re¬ 
alise how big Kent is - it’s massive. 
“When I think about Kent, I al¬ 


ways think of the Dartford Crossing 
which isn’t great because the cross¬ 
ing is pretty grim.” 

The comedian has been on the 
scene for around 10 years now, 
though his bigger TV appearances 
have only been in recent years. But 
if it wasn’t for one night at univer¬ 
sity, Mr Ramsey’s career may never 
have come to be. 

He explains: “My best mate and 
support act Carl told me he was go¬ 
ing to an open mic night, which I 
thought meant he was going to be 
singing - which in itself could have 
been comedy gold - but when I 
found out it was for comedy I decid¬ 
ed to go along. 

“After watching him, I got up 
there myself and found a love for 
stand up. I didn’t realise that you 
could do it as a hobby. I saw those 
big stars like Billy Connolly in thea¬ 
tres but I didn’t know how they got 


to that point in their careers. 

“But after that night I genuninely 
loved it and I’ve been doing it ever 
since.” 

With his latest tour, Mr Ramsey 
says he’s thrown away the theme, 
and loosened up the show. 

“Usually my shows have a theme 
they stick to but this one is just a lot 
looser. I come out and have a chat 
with the crowd, then just tell them 
general life stories - about my son, 
my wife, my job, fears, inadequa¬ 
cies. 

“I even tell them the full story of 
that time I got arrested in a London 
hotel room. It was a case of mistak¬ 
en identity, but it was terrifying! ” 

Though the TV presenter has sto¬ 
ries he routinely tells for each tour 
stop, his show changes from night 
to night. 

“It changes because nobody 
wants to hear the same thing/ story 


over - it’s not like with music where 
you’re happy to hear the same song 
repeated. Plus hilarious things will 
happen mid-tour which I want to 
talk about on stage,” he informs. 

The I’m A Celeb Extra Camp pre¬ 
senter, who says he wouldn’t go on 
the show “in a million years”, 
sounds extremely happy with how 
his career is panning out. 

He comments: “I’m really happy 
with everything, and with Virtual¬ 
ly Famous. I’m really hoping it gets 
commissioned again but it’s just a 
case of waiting to see. 

“You know people love the show, 
when even your friends who aren’t 
in the industry or in comedy text 
you to tell you they’re watching it 
and they love it.” 

Is That... Chris Ramsey? is com¬ 
ing to Canterbury’s Gulbenkian on 
March 15, for tickets and informa¬ 
tion visit thegulbenkian.co.uk. 
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mydate24 


YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Place your advert call: 

0844 381 5289 

follow the simple instructions. You will 
also get £10 SMS CHAT CREDIT 

To REPLY BY TEXT: 

Simply text REG followed by 
your first name, date of birth, 
area and your advert (max 155 
characters) and send to 80098 
FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


To Reply to members 
from your landline call: 

0906 515 7112 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-lt-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


Or Text... reply2 (leave space) 

box number (leave space) and then enter your 
message & send to 80098 eg: REPLY2 123456 
hi get in touch... then send to 80098 
Successfully received messages cost £1.50 per 
SMS received (Max 160 characters). You must 
exchange 7 messages each before you can 
swap contact details. Messages may be moder¬ 
ated for your safety and security. 


Date ONLINE 


YOU can now 
date online or 
via your mobile 


I Dates in YOUR region 


Been left a message? 
Pickup your replies: 

0906 515 7114 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company’s access charge. 

www.mydate24.co.uk 


Simply VISIT 
us at: 


On-line datinq is 


visit 


s FREE to register ; try it today 

www.mydate24.co.uk 


Women Seeking 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.55 per minute plus your 
phone company’s access 
charge. Texts cost £1.50 per 
message received. 


EILEEN mid 60s seeks gent 
50s-60s for friendship, possibly 
much more. ACA. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 425341 | 
SOPHIA young 40yrs, married 
but bored, seeks discreet adult 
fun, any area, all calls answered. 
Tel: 0906 515 3018 Box: 
413399 

ANETTA, black cuddly lady 
seeks man who knows what a 
woman needs. I’m very friendly 
and have time for you. Please 
call or text me. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 425933 | 

EMILY, mature well educated 
lady, blonde and smart and 
broadminded seeks gent any 
age for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3022 Box 421375 
LADY, 70, 5ft6, divorced, blonde 
hair, brown eyes, friendly, lives in 
the Kent area, likes walking, 
holidays, WLTM somebody for 
friendship in the local area. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
426193 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well 
educated brunette seeks no 
strings mutual pleasure with 
gent 40+ Must be discreet, 
married or single. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3002 Box 419673 
AMANDA, slim blonde, 50s 
seeks discreet gent for special 
times, mutually beneficial to us 
both. Call now. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 4253271 
JANE, young 41, very 
broadminded seeks chap any 
age for discreet no strings fun, 
any age, no time wasters ACA. 
Tel: No: 0906 515 3010 Box: 
409715 


CARLY, 34yrs, attractive and 
discreet military wife seeks no 
strings fun with respectable 
gent. Tel: 0906 515 3038 Box 
424419 

MERRY widow seeks lovely 
lonely gent for companionship. 
Please call, we can have a chat 
and see how we get on. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4259271 

ATTRACTIVE well educated 
lady, mid 30's, solvent, 
professional, seeks discreet 
broad minded gent. ACA. Tel: 
0906 515 3042 Box 425891 
LIVELY 53-year-old female, 
young in mind, wants discreet 
fun, loves gardening, dancing 
music etc and more. Text only. 
Mailbox: 5763284 ® 

OCTAVIA, black seductress, 
53yrs, waiting to meet you. Pis 
text me today. Text Only. 
Mailbox: 4090520 ® 

JANE, attractive and young 
looking 60 something lady, 
active, outgoing with interesting 
personality, hoping to meet a 
kind gent for occasional 
meetings. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 425931 $ 
TAMIKA, mature black beauty, 
hourglass figure and open 
minded. Pis call if you are 
discreet, broad minded and nice. 
I can travel and accommodate. 
ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3006 Box 
422365 

GILLY, slim petite lady, 
affectionate and loving, solvent 
with own home, hoping to meet 
gent, must be kind, looks 
unimportant. ACA/text 

answered. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 425929 i 


JACKIE, 56yrs, attractive lady who 
is lots of fun seeks like-minded 
gent for nights in, days out and 
much much more. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 424491 ® 
CORRINE, genuine advertiser 
seeking adult fun, no time wasters 
pis. I will respond to all msas. Text 
Only. Mailbox: 4035196 @ 
SAMANTHA, 35yrs, attractive 
brunette with own business, seeks 
adventurous gent for casual 
relationship. Tel: 0906 515 3034 


BRUNETTE lady, 70, slim, 
sophisticated, size 10, kind of like 
Helen Mirren as a brunette, lives 
near Tunbridge Wells, WLTM a 
genuine, hopefully family oriented 
gentleman, for genuine friendship. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424877 

SARAH, mature feminine lady, 
kind caring but still has a sensual 
side, hoping to meet like minded, 
confident, non smoking gent with 
GSOH, looks unimportant. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 424777 ® 


RAPIPffri 

caring honest, seeks discreet gent. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:422469 ® 

MATCHT* 

CAROL, mid 50s lady, young at 
heart, attractive and sexy (so I’m 
told)! Give me a call if you are a 
gent with GSOH. ACA. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 424783 $ 

Simply tell us your age and 
location and we will match 
you immediately! 

TEXT rf*TT3 [^>>1*1 

MARY, professional mature lady, 
loves life, very sociable and fun, 
seeks gent for good conversation 
and happy times. All calls and 

or call 0906 500 5757 

0906 calls Cl 55 per rnln plus your phone 
company's <n;«» charge 89990 tosi £1 50 
per msg. To STOP text stop to 89990 
Service provided by IMediaUK ltd 
RHI63EG For Help call 0207 720 7130 

texts answered. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 424775® 

r. 




□ NO PROFILES TO FILL OUT Cjb 

□ NO flPPS TO DOWNLOAD^ 

□ NO CREDIT CARDS 


JUST STRAIGHT FORWARD 
AND SIMPLE DATING. 
IT'S NEVER BEEN EASIERI 




TEXT MATCHUP 89990 


tyw* ccnrsei dftafe ear be wctiaiged Tha Mwa I; rrt caxp jir #scntrc Versa#? ate kswxJM 
tobyrwh«vr*ujeB Nonertrmcantegtarsile+j lfrr?.sgnsaTertrgbesLreb<+osraprjbfc 
space and da no! gra pmcra' setah is people you teue not ms Serves pmied ry Nc Goats Ltd 
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WANTED gent 50-76 for cosy 
nights in, good times, call or text 
me, you won’t be sorry. I’m i 
attractive and have lots to offer. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4253391 

LINDA, 48yrs attractive brunette 
seeks gent for laughter, wining 
dining. Age unimportant. ACA. Tel 

No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4253371 

LOVING lady, romantic and tactile 
seeks like-minded gent for special 
times, lets make each other feel 
special. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 425325 ® 

ATTRACTIVE Caribbean lady 
59yrs, very jolly and fun seeking 
gent any age who must love good 
times. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 425323® 

SANDRA, smart, sophisticated 
lady, young looking 60s, genuine 
and kind, seeks gent with GSOH, 
looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 424671 ® 
HELEN, mid 50s naughty lady 
seeks some fun times with gent 
any age. ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 424493 ® 

SUE, 60s lady, calling all gents who 
seek a mature solvent stylish lady, 

I can wine and dine you, you will 
have a nice time, call or text me. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424781 | 

PHILIPPA, feminine open minded 
lady seeking adult fun, genuine 
responses only pis, no time- 
wasters. Text Only: Mailbox: 
4030610 | 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


CARING sociable, GSOH, slim, 
attractive, married gent, 67, feels 
discarded and lonely, seeks 
likewise lady 60+ for trips out, 
dining etc. Text only. Mailbox: 
5082918 i 

SIX foot guy, mature, looking for 
someone special to spend some 
quality time with. Please leave me 
a message I would love to hear 
from you! Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 420163| 

CALLING all ladies 40+ who would 
like to be wined, dined and 
romanced by attractive gent, 54 
years please call or text me. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
4259431 

MALE, 70s, would like to meet slim 
lady 60 plus. Text only. Mailbox: 
4505135| 

LOCAL man, seeks lady for 
friendship possibly more, for 
romantic dates and good times 
together, hope to hear from you. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
426195 (| 

HANDSOME male, mid 40s, dark 
hair, hazel eyes, wishes to meet 
appropriate female for fun, 
friendship and perhaps more, 
please get in touch if interested. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
422587 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 

or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


JEAN, mature lady, genuine with 

many hobbies, slim, blonde and 
attractive. WLTM interesting gent 
with GSOH, must be cheerful, 
looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 4246751 
SUE, genuine lady, own home, 
loves to spoil a man, give me a call 
or text. ACA Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 424673 I 


MALE, 55, looking for no strings 
attached friendship, with a lady 60- 
70, any status. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 426133 


NAUGHTY curvy 46yr old lady, 
outgoing and bubbly with a naughty 
side and lots of banter, WLTM chap 
30+. If you are married even better. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:424543 

JULIE, 53yrs, tall slim dark haired 
lady, sociable and fun loving. New 
to the area so WLTM men friends 
for fun, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 424497® 
ANGELA, 48yrs, seeks male 
companion for nights out, dining, 
maybe more. ACA or text me. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424495 ® 

SUE, outgoing lady, enjoys life, 
likes meals, holidays, WLTM 
mature gentleman to share 
interests and spend quality time 
together. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 424669 

CLARE, 41, attractive, lovely eyes, 
nice figure, smoker, likes beach 
walks, socialising, occasional gigs, 
WLTM a nice gent, any age over 
40, for wining and dining, to be my 
soul mate. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 424595 ® 


mydateM] 


PROFESSIONAL gentleman, 64, 
widowed, own house, loves 
holidays abroad, reading, eating 
out, eating in and shows, WLTM a 
lady of similar age to share 
interests and happy times together 
hopefully leading to lasting 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 425787® 

HELLO, mature gentleman looking 
for a lady who is caring, likes 
holidays, karaoke, meals out, 
country walks and cinema. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 425401 ® 
GUY, 50, 6ft tall, calm and kind, 
good company, seeking lovely lady 
for good times and fun and loving. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
425369 § 

BARRY, 50, 6ft 4ins, well builL 
divorced gent, looking to date calm 
and kind lovely lady. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421195 
MARK 48, slim, fit, GSOH, looking 
for loyal partner for LTR. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 424679® 
JOHN, mid sixties widower, 
cultured and interesting, solvent 
with own home. WLTM lady 55+ 
for genuine companionship. ACA. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
425939 § 

GENUINE single gent, 55yrs, 
seeks friendship hopefully leading 
to true love with lady 35-55, looks 
unimportant. Please call or text me. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
425937® 


MALE, 6ft, brown hair and blue 
eyes, warm and understanding, 
likes dining out and cosy nights in, 
lots of fun, friendship and holidays. 
Looking for a lady over 48. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 426057 ® 


SOLVENT gentleman, young 70s, 
loves life seeking a lady of any age 
to spoil and pamper, take on 
holidays, wine and dine. Genuine 
advertiser. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 425935 ® 


CHRIS, 49yrs 
honest gent 
seeks lady 45-55 
for socialising, 
friendship, maybe 
leading to romance. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
425345 ® 

DENTAL practitioner, 44, 6ft, 
slim, athletic build, thick dark hair, 
blue eyes, loves sports, seeks 
slim feminine sporty lady. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 425087 
EDWARD, 77, looking for a 
companion South East area of 
Kent, for holidays, days out, 
social events, and lots more. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
423039 ® 

TALL, lively old boy, into red 
wine, garlic and Radio 3, seeks 
tactile lady for company and jolly 
jaunts. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 425021 ® 

MALE, 58, wishes to meet 
attractive female, into music, live 
bands, cinema and some sports, 
for nights out socialising and 
maybe more. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 424979 
HI I'm Darren, down to earth guy, 
lives in Kent, likes Marbaia, 
looking for someone special to 
meet and have a laugh with. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424951 ® 

GARETH handsome 40's pilot, 
strong tall build, seeks daytime 
discreet passion with lady 30-65. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
414421 

NICK, mature male, builder, 
tattoos, plenty of money, looking 
for discreet meets, no stings in 
the Kent area. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 424787® 

MALE 50 seeks mature, home 
loving lady, 60 plus who enjoys 
cosy nights in. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 424683 d 
PETER, sincere solvent gent 70s 
seeks lady to wine dine, foreign 
travel, all expenses paid. I would 
love a traveling companion. 
Genuine advertiser. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 425343 d 
MALCOLM, 60 something gent, 
own hair and teeth, GSOH, 
genuine and Kind WLTM sincere 
lady to wine and dine. Please 
call. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:425335 d 

PROFESSIONAL gent, 44yrs, 
tall, attractive and genuine. 
Seeks genuine feminine lady for 
genuine romance. ACA. Tel No: 

0906 515 7112 Box No: 

425333 d 

PIERS, 56yrs, romantic gent 
WLTM lady to wine, dine, spoil. 
I’m kind, caring, generous pis call 
me. Single mums welcome. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 425331 d 
GENUINE gentleman, family 
minded, kind, generous seeks 
lady 55-75 for wining, dining and 
wine and laughter. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 425329 d 
NICE looking 55 year old male 
WLTM sincere lady, any age, for 
friendship, outings, holidays 
abroad etc. Love the sun. Text 
only. Mailbox: 4922399 d 



male, 
likes 
country 
walks, pub 
lunches, 
seeks 

lady for 

friendship, maybe more. 

Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:424685 d 

CARING 55yr old male, widower, 
6ft 3ins, WLTM lady, 40-55 for fun 
and laughter, maybe happy ever 
after. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box 
No:424677 d 

COLIN, 56, 6ft, medium build, 
clean and tidy with a tidy beard, 
I’m after some TLC with no 
strings adult fun. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 422359 d 
ANDY, tall attractive male, 
looking for a naughty female, for 
fun with no strings attached. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424295 d 

RETIRED, intelligent, Broadstairs 
widower, GSOH, medium height 
and build, seeks slim lady for 
friendship and companionship 
initially. Tel No: 0906 515 7112 
Box No: 424697 
MARTIN trustworthy, warm 
hearted, loving, reliable male, 45, 
6ft, medium build, young at heart, 
GSOH, seeks female, 50-60 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 
0906 515 7112 Box No: 

424681 d 


LIVELY old 

boy, OHAC, 
near sea 
Folkestone, into red 
wine, garlic and Radio 3, 
seeks lady companion/lover, 
58-68 yo. Tel No: 0906 515 
7112 Box No: 422621 d 




| Simply Text: 

I Then send to 

>80098 

•EG send WINK 123456 to 80098 

80098 com 11.50 par message. to STOP Wat 

Hop k) 80>9B SoiHic po-rtlcd Of SMedUOK 

ltd.M16 K(, fto*dH««prC4a»7 7»7l» 

RICHARD, 64, n/s, from Kent, 
medium build, clean shaven, 
likes classic cars, days out, 
meals out, boot fares, most 
things, would like to meet a lady 
for company and to share each 
others interests. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 424207 d 
MALE, 54, looking for discreet 
lady, 60-70, for adult fun and a 
special friendship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 421085 
MALE, 52, quiet nature, likes 
coastal walks, cinema, reading, 
WLTM lady for friendship and 
maybe romance. East Kent area. 
Tel No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
424211 


GAY guy, friendly with a GSOH, 
likes sport and art, WLTM similar 
guy for a relationship. Tel No: 0906 
515 7112 Box No: 425563 d 
MALE, 40s, seeking gym buddy to 
attend DW gym in the early 
evenings, similar age. Margate. 
Text only. Mailbox: 5779191 d 

SIMON, 29yrs, gay curious, seek¬ 
ing older gent for new experi¬ 
ences, must be discreet as I live at 
home. Text Only: Mailbox: 
4196422d 

Friends 

FEMALE seeking genuine straight 
female for daytrips, out to meet 
socially for lunch/coffee. Text only 
to Mailbox No:4748240 
SEEKING ladies for good 
company, socialising and a bit of 
fun, BBW local to Kent, get in 
touch and lets start having fun. Tel 
No: 0906 515 7112 Box No: 
413623 d 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 
per minute plus your phone 
company's access charge. 
Texts cost £1.50 per message 
received. 


Follow us 
on 

@DATEIocally 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged 
at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 
characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service 
provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTEC¬ 
TION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, RH16 3EG, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus 
for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app, your ad may also appear on our dating app. wc. 27/02/17 
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The Crucible director says play 
resonates with society today 


See water in a new light 


DANCE show Scattered is 
visiting Canterbury’s Gulben- 
kian on March 18. 

The production uses dance 
and imagery to explore our 
relationship with water. 

Visit thegulbenkian.co.uk 




COMPLEX: The play deals with the complexities of morals, and is based in Nth century Salem 


By Emily King 

emiLy.king@archant.co.uk 


O NE of the twentieth 
century’s landmark 
plays, Arthur Miller’s 
The Crucible stands as 
both a historical 
record and a political parable for 
our times, and it’s making its way 
to Dartford this March. 

Starring Charlie Condou (Coro¬ 
nation Street), as the witch-hunt¬ 
er, Reverend Hale, this production 
takes a Brechtian look at this vio¬ 
lent story of frail reason in the face 
of hysteria. 

Speaking to the play’s director, 
Douglas Rintoul, he tells KoS that 
he believes The Crucible is one of 
the “greatest stories ever told”. 

He said: “It’s precise, human, do¬ 
mestic, deeply moving, political 
and more importantly an emotion¬ 
al rollercoaster of a ride - it’s one of 
the greatest stories ever told.” 

But what first drew the director 
to the play, was the fact that it was 
written by Arthur Miller. 

Mr Rintoul explains: “I’m a big 
fan of Arthur Miller’s plays. Who 
isn’t? I’ve always known they were 
great, but it wasn’t until two years 
ago, that I finally had the opportu- 


ity to direct one for myself. I direct¬ 
ed All My Sons. 

“It was one of the most satisfying 
projects of my career to date.” 

Though the play is based in the 
17th century, it resonates with to¬ 
day’s politics. 

“The Crucible is terrifying in 
what it portrays on stage and the 
world around us,” states Mr Rin¬ 
toul. “Unnervingly The Crucible is 
as relevant today as it was when it 


was first written in the 1950s if not 
more so. Somehow this text oper¬ 
ates in three time frames. It ex¬ 
plores the events of the late 17th 
century whilst at the same time 
excavating the political events in 
the US in the 1950s but now it also 
illuminates our own time.” 

Explaining further, he says: “It’s 
easy to look around today and see 
the analogies that one can make 
between Salem, America in the 


1950s and our contemporary 
world. We live in a world of post¬ 
truth, the Crucible is a world of 
post-truth. We live in a world of 
scapegoating the vulnerable and 
the innocent for control and pow¬ 
er.” 

The play is coming to Dartford’s 
Orchard Theatre from March 14 to 
18. 

For tickets visit orchardtheatre. 
co.uk 


Learn to be an explorer 

THE POWELL-COTTON MUSEUM at Quex 
Park, Birchington is searching for new 
explorers to follow in the footsteps of Percy 
Powell-Cotton on March 11 and 12. 

Children aged seven and over, accompa¬ 
nied by an adult, are welcome. 

For tickets visit powell-cotton-shop.co.uk 


The Three Half Pints 


CBEEBIES entertainers The 
Three Half Pints are visiting 
Canterbury’s Marlowe Theatre 
on June 1 and Maidstone’s 
Hazlitt Theatre on July 2. 

Visit marlowetheatre.co.uk or 
parkwoodtheatres.co.uk 



Fun fairytale family day 

DARTFORD’S ORCHARD THEATRE are 
holding a day of fun-filled, family activities on 
March 19. 

Families will be given the opportunity to 
come and join in a fairytale themed day, 
complete with a fancy dress parade. 

For tickets visit orchardtheatre.co.uk 


To Advertise your Event here 
call 01233 653464 



ANGEL FLEAMARKET 

Angel Centre, Tonbridge TN9 1SF 
8am-lpm EVERY FRIDAY • FREE ADMISSION 
Lots of vintage and retro bargains 
01732 456196 • 07798876857 
email: sue.carmichael@btinternet.com 


ANDY SHEPHERD 

KITCHEN DESIGNER LTD 

SUPPLIERS AND INSTALLERS OF QUALITY 

• Kitchens 

• Bedrooms 

• Bathrooms 

Tel/Fax 01634 379423 

www.andyshepherdkitchens.co.uk 


Where good 
is NOT enough 



A great 
choice 
of cars for 
sale in paper 


Find over 
200,000 cars 
online at 
drive24.co.uk 
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Discover garden beasts 


KENT LIFE HERITAGE FARM 
PARK’S Bugs and Grubs 
Weekend returns on March 11 
and 12 with a packed pro¬ 
gramme of bug-themed 
activities. 

Visit kentlife.org.uk for tickets. 



Remade Shirley returns 

A SHIRLEY VALENTINE remake is coming to 
Bromley’s Churchill Theatre from March 2-4, 
Canterbury’s Marlowe Theatre from May 16 
- 20, and Tunbridge Wells’ Assembly Hall 
from July 3-8. 

Visit churchilltheatre.co.uk, marlowetheatre. 
com or assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk 


Free lunchtime concerts 


THE CURTAIN comes down on 
the spring series of lunchtime 
concerts at the University of 
Kent in Canterbury on March 
29 with a trio of musicians 
exploring tango music. 

The concerts are free entry. 



Ramsgate Said Fred 

RIGHT SAID FRED are brining their ninth 
album Exactly! on tour to Ramsgate’s Music Hall 
on May 22. 

The duo are celebratingmaking music for 
over 25-years since their massive 1991 hit I’m 
Too Sexy shot them to fame. 

For tickets visit ramsgatemusichall.com 


L egendary singer sir 

Tom Jones will be per¬ 
forming for the first time 
ever in Canterbury this 
summer, and tickets went 
on sale on Friday. 

To date he has achieved more 
than 100 million record sales, 
including hits such as It’s Not Unu¬ 
sual, Kiss, Delilah and What’s New 
Pussycat. He has managed to 
sustain his popularity as a live 
performer and recording artist for 
five decades. 

A popular choice not just on the 
stage but on TV, Sir Tom is 
currently a coach on ITV’s The 
Voice, and has appeared in films, 
including Mars Attacks. 

With numerous tours across the 
world his career was recognised in 
2006 through his knighthood 
from the Queen, and music 
awards, including BRIT Awards 
for Best Male and Outstanding 
Contribution to Music. 

The concert at the Spitfire 
Ground, St. Lawrence, Canterbury 
will feature a collection of his most 
popular hits across the decades, 


including his latest albums. 

Speaking of the concert, Sir Tom 
said: “I am really looking forward 
to coming to the lovely cathedral 
city of Canterbury. I love doing 
outdoor shows and being able to 
perform at the Spitfire Ground is 
fantastic. It promises to be a great 
night so I hope everyone comes 
out to enjoy this show in this 
beautiful venue.” 

Jamie Clifford, CEO of Kent 
County Cricket Club said: “We love 
bringing music to Canterbury and 
look forward to welcoming the 


legendary voice and stage 
presence of Sir Tom Jones to Kent 
on Saturday 8 July. He is a 
renowned live performer and adds 
to our fantastic summer of 
concerts.” 

Liz Doogan-Hobbs MBE, CEO of 
LHG Live, said: “We are delighted 
to be working with Tom Jones 
once again at the Canterbury 
concert.” 

For tickets to see Sir Tom Jones 
at The Spitfire Ground on July 8, 
visit ticketmaster.co.uk or 
lhgtickets.com. 


SHOWBIZ : With former judges 
Jessie J and Danny Donoghue 



'First time' Canterbury 
gig for Sir Tom Jones 

By Emily King 

emiLy.king@archant.co.uk 




LEGEND: The performer says 
he loves doing outdoor shows 
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LUXURY LODGES FOR SALE 


Computer generated image of new lodge development. 
Homes shown with optional wrap around decking. 


All the comforts of home and so much more! 


r £19,995 

Own your own from under £311* a month 


If you’re considering a place by the sea, 
somewhere to enjoy for years to come, 
look no further than Alberta Holiday Park. 

Superbly situated on the North Kent coast 
the park is in a popular location, just a 
short stroll from the beach at Seasalter, 
near Whitstable. 

Be one of the first to reserve and own a 
holiday home on our new and exclusive 
development of 2 and 3 bedroom, fully 
furnished luxury homes. 

FREE 2017 Pitch Fees - on production of this advert* 


Modern holiday homes 
from 


Stunning luxury lodges 
from 


rrom 

£75,995 


Finance 

Available* 

Ask about your free 
credit check 


New and approved pre-owned models available Priced ready to move in 
• Choice of location on park • 2 and 3 bedroom models available 


Use of park facilities and entertainment included Fully furnished throughout 
• Models can include double glazing and central heating • Parking 
Add a spacious exterior veranda to create even more space! 


To arrange a showhome viewing call 

on 01227 200 993 

www.ParkHolidays.com/alberta-ownership 

Alberta Holiday Park, Faversham Road, Seasalter, Whitstable, Kent, CT5 4BJ. 
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FREE 






Large stock of artificial grass 
Caravan Storage 


01322 864704 / 07984 475519 

Gorse Hill • Farningham • Kent • DA4 OJU 
Opposite Sc rate hers Lane 

gorsehillnursery.co.uk 
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was obsessed with eating only raw 



Blogger Sam Murphy talks about how veganism was a way to control her diet and her anorexia... 


I N a tug-of-war relationship 
with food and fitness for many 
years, blogger Sam Murphy is 
the first to admit her initial for¬ 
ay into veganism wasn’t a 
healthy one. 

The 24-year-old, who hails from 
New Zealand, had anorexia as a teen¬ 
ager, and initially, switching to ve¬ 
ganism proved another means of con¬ 
trolling her eating and introducing 
new restrictions. 

“I was raw vegan for a while, and I 
was so obsessed with eating only raw 
foods in their natural state,” explains 
Murphy. “I can see how easy it is to 
slip into that, because essentially it’s 
addictive, you become obsessed with 
it. It’s a control thing. 

“If you’ve got something in your life 


that you feel a bit out of control with, 
a lot of us will turn to food and con¬ 
trol that. I know I do.” 

After moving to Melbourne, where 
she still lives and works in a vegan 
cafe, Murphy slowly began to change 
her habits and rebuild a healthier re¬ 
lationship with nourishing her body, 
reintroducing the full gamut of ve¬ 
gan-friendly foods (and actually 
cooking them), opening up about her 
experiences in her blog (sobeautifull- 
yreal.com) and, eventually, shaking 
off her staunchly-held views of ‘good’ 
and ‘bad’ foods. 

“Having spent so many years hav¬ 
ing a very strict food rule list, I still 
catch myself out having those pre¬ 
conceived ideas about what is good 
and bad,” she admits. “It really re- 



HEALTHY: Sam Murphy is now 
healthy and has a new cook book 


stricts you creatively, but it also re¬ 
stricts your enjoyment for food. The 
challenge for me and for others is to 
break down barriers and just enjoy 
food as food, and obviously the im¬ 
portant thing is keeping it within the 
realm of being dairy-free and cruelty- 
free. 

“I don’t see any reason why you 
should have to label something good 
or bad; it should just be real food.” 

Her debut cookbook, Beautifully 
Real Food - a gorgeous, colourful 
collection of mouthwatering vegan 
dishes - is clearly the work of some¬ 
body who now celebrates the joy of 
food. 

She’s keen not to preach about ve¬ 
ganism though, especially since, as a 
former meat-eater, she recalls finding 


the concept very alien. 

“When I first heard of vegans, I 
thought it was the weirdest thing in 
the world. I was like, ‘What the hell 
do those people eat? It’s like eating 
grass! ’” she says with a laugh. 

“It’s different. People are very set in 
their ways and I was too, and I sup¬ 
pose it’s more about educating, just 
trying it out. I don’t expect everyone 
in the world to go vegan, but if they 
could just try a meal that is vegan, 
possibly not knowing that it is vegan 
first, that would be ideal, so they go in 
with a very open mind. 

“The more people we can get on 
board, the better,” says Murphy. “I try 
not to push my views on people; I just 
welcome them in like ‘Hey, I’ll cook 
you some food and see if you like it! ’” 


Going Lulu for concerts 


Dritfing through history 


Wedding has X Factor 

A NEW PRODUCTION of The Wedding 
Singer, starring X Factor’s Ray Quinn, 
and Emmerdale’s Roxanne Pallett, will visit 
Dartford’s Orchard Theatre from March 
21-25, Bromley’s Churchill Theatre from 
August 1-5, and Tunbridge Wells’ Assembly 
Hall from 5-9 September. 

For tickets visit orchardtheatre.co.uk, 
churchilltheatre.co.uk or assemblyhallthea- 
tre.co.uk 


Pocahontas 400 march 

I A COMMEMORATIVE PARADE is 
being held to mark the 400th anniver¬ 
sary of Pocahontas’ arrival and death in 
Gravesend. 

The key event in the Pocahontas 400 
calendar is a community parade on March 21. 

It will begin at the St Andrew’s Arts Centre 
at 1,30pm and will proceed up the High 
Street, down Jury Street and then down to the 
church to the Pocahontas statue. 


LULU will visit Margate’s Winter 
Gardens on October 5, Tunbridge 
Wells’ Assembly Hall on October 11, Brom¬ 
ley’s Churchill Theatre on October 23, 
Dartford’s Orchard Theatre on October 24, 
and Canterbury’s Marlowe Theatre on 
November 6 on “biggest tour to date”. 

For tickets visit margatewintergardens.com, 
assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk, churchilltheatre. 
co.uk or orchardtheatre.co.uk 


LAST YEAR was the finale for The Drift¬ 
ers after six decades of tours, shows, 
and fans. But from the band’s end, comes 
their history, and a show titled Stand By Me, 
which is coming to Tunbridge Wells’ 
Assembly Hall on March 24. 

The history of the group that helped define 
Atlantic Records is told through anecdotes of 
former band members on screen. 

For tickets visit assemblyhalltheatre.co.uk 
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SANCTUARY OF HEALING 
Mills Terrace, Chatham 



Saturday 11th March 

Private readings £12 

Spiritual healing all day, 
donations only 

Crystal stall, gift stalls, tombola 

Computer aura readings 

Refreshments served all day, 
also hot meals 

From 12.30am until 6pm 

Entrance £2 

For information see website: 

www.sanctuaryofhealing.co.uk 

_ 1 _ / 


Find over... 




Localsearch24 
business database 
October 2014 


lardening 


in London on 
localsearch24. 

brjl wartfi HcO,uk 

trusted local directory 


North & West 



MAGIC & 
MIRACLES 


25 March 8pm 
Cafe Nucleus, 

272 High Street, Ceeateeam 

An evening of fun, magic, 

LAUGHS AND MIRACLES 

Seeing Is Believing 

Magic to entertain you 

w Magic T Tristan Johnson 

Tickets 
Adults £5 
OAPs £3 

Tickets available on the door 
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PUZZLES 


DOUBLE CROSSWORD 



Cryptic 

Across 

6. Could beating it lead 
to deafness? (7) 

7. Semi-nude, shy stool 
pigeon (5) 

9. It’s not harvested in 
the wood of course (5) 

10. How wide is loaf with 
the end cut off? (7) 

12. Firmly resolved to get 
things moving (3,2,6) 

14. Repeatedly 

somersaulting (4,3,4) 

18. It is put into sauce for 
meat in all seriousness 
(7) 


Quick 



19. Virginia in row 

15. 

Across 

21. Concur (5) 

8. Disprove (7) 



6. Copy (7) 

22. Assemble (7) 

11. Attack (7) 

involving couch (5) 


7. Form (5) 


13. Mean (7) 

21. Traded in timber, teak 

16. 

9. Bisect (5) 

Down 

15. Tough (6) 



10. Droll (7) 

1. Postpone (5) 

16. Almost (6) 

initially (5) 

17. 

12. Dejected (11) 

2. Talented (6) 

17. Put (5) 

22. Interviewed 1,000 


14. Eternal (11) 

3. Perform (3) 

20. Enemy (3) 



18. Squirm (7) 

4. Piercing (6) 


taken sick at timber 


19. Recover (5) 

5. Orator (7) 


works (7) 

20. 

^ A 



^ Rattle^hins 


mi wv vv viu 



~v >»■ umiiuaiiipa 



Spanish 

palace 


Bad 

scores in 
sport (3,5) 

Of us 


Life's 

genetic 

<“.?) 

T 

Noah's 

T 

Close to 
the ground 


f 


Grandma 

Info 


f 


European 

country 

work boat 




f 




L 





Cooker 


Thai 

currency 

Swedish 
pop act 
(1,1,1,1) 


Yoko 

Lennon's 

widow 



f 

™3T 

f 

L 




By way of 


T 


Carry-alls 


Parasite 






L 




Mesh 





Enter your 
answers 
in the 
direction 
indicated by 
the arrows. 


Find where ships shown 
below are hidden in the 
grid. The numbers to 
the right of and below 
the grid indicate how 
many of the squares 
in that row are filled in 
with ships or parts of 
ships. The ships do not 
touch each other, even 
diagonally. Some of the 
squares have been filled 
to start you off. 



Down 

1. Pester Henry (5) 

2. I saved counsel (6) 

3 and 20Dn. Special 

headgear for unusual 
haunts (6) 

4. Again taking earlier 
meal (6) 

5. Support for bridge or 
some card game (7) 

8. 100 on edge over boy 
going red (7) 

11. Tidying noble bearing 

(7) 

13. Affirm Edward 
prevented (7) 

Rebellion about 
electromotive force (6) 


the Netherlands in a 
month (5) 


CODEWORD 


This puzzle has no clues. Instead, every number printed in the grid represents a 
letter, with the same number always representing the same letter. 

For example, if 8 turns out to be a V, you can write in V wherever a square contains 
8. Using your knowledge of words, complete the puzzle. 



1 23456789 10 


1 2 5 0 2 3 1 2 3 1 


Word Spiral 


i 



2 





9 



10 




14 



15 



8 





11 

4 




16 





13 



12 



7 



6 



5 


Starting from 1, 
fill in the grid 
clockwise with four- 
letter words. The last 
letter of each word 
becomes the first 
letter of the next to 
reveal the key word in 
the shaded boxes. 


1. 

Knitting stitch 

9. Touch down 

2. 

Young sheep 

10. Beloved 

3. 

Curve 

11. Ready to eat 

4. 

Foolish 

12. Revise 

5. 

Sound quality 

13. Small branch 

6. 

Nefarious 

14. Insect 

7. 

Fibber 

15. Cab 

8. 

Genuine 

16. Unit of length 


Keyword clue: A boy’s name 


SUDOKU 


Solutions 


Hard 
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We have five pairs of tickets up for grabs to see Jackson Live in Concert at the Woodville in Gravesend 
later this month. For your chance to win a set, just answer the simple question and cross your fingers! 


H E was one of the most 
thrilling live performers 
of all time - adored by 
millions and the creator 
of some of the most 
memorable moments in pop. 

And since his untimely death in 
2009, the appetite for the King of Pop, 
Michael Jackson, has never slowed. 

Now one of the most celebrated 
tribute tours is coming to Kent and 
you could be there for free thanks to 
our great competition. 

We’ve teamed up with the promot¬ 
ers of Jackson Live in Concert, star¬ 
ring Ben and his incredible live band 
and dancers, which moonwalks onto 
the stage at The Woodville in Graves¬ 
end on Sunday, March 12 at 7.30pm, 
to give away a pair of ticket to five 
lucky readers. 

Now in its eighth year of touring, 
this concert show sees long-time fan 
and hugely talented Ben recreate the 
Michael Jackson experience with his 
stunning rendition of all his favourite 
songs. 

Musical legend Michael Jackson 
will always be remembered as one of 
the most influential artists of all time. 
With a career spanning nearly five 
decades, he remained at the forefront 
of music and will continue to inspire 
countless people across the world for 
generations to come. 


Ben’s portrayal of Jackson perfectly 
captures the King of Pop at the height 
of his powers with his memorising, 
energetic and dynamic performance. 
Ben’s charisma and professionalism 
really shines through as he sings live 
throughout the show and performs 
full signature Michael Jackson dance 
routines. 

Ben is joined on the stage by his in¬ 
credible band and dancers who work 
their way through all the hits. He’s 
got the look, the moonwalk and the 
voice. 

His renditions of Thriller, Beat it 
and Billie Jean are truly sensational. 

Jackson Live in Concert features 
all-live vocals, superb musicians and 
dancers, fabulous costumes, and of 
course all the signature dance moves 
associated so fondly with the undis¬ 
puted King of Pop. Packed with au¬ 
thentic touches and flair, Jackson Live 
in Concert authentically captures the 
essence and magic of Michael Jackson 
live on stage. 

To be in with a chance of winning 
one of five pairs of tickets, just answer 
the following simple question: 

O. How many years has Jackson 
Live in Concert been touring the 
UK? 

a. Five 

b. Eight 

c. Two 


DAZZLING: Ben and his band have created a mesmorising evening recreating Michael Jackson’s finest moments 


Terms and conditions: 

To enter text KENT followed by JACK- 
SON and your answer then your first 
name, surname and email address to 
63333, eg KENTJACKSON C JOHN 
SMITH johnsmith@email.com. Texts 
cost 50p plus standard network rates. 
Winners will be selected from all correct 


entries. The promoter’s decision is final. 
Usual terms and conditions apply. En¬ 
tries received after the closing date of 
March 9, 2017 will not be counted, but 
you may still be charged. Alternatively, 
enter by post to KENTJACKSON Compe¬ 
tition, Archant KOS Media, Kent House, 
Station Road, Ashford, Kent TN23 1PP, 
including your name, address, postcode 


and contact telephone number. 

By entering this competition you will 
automatically be subscribed to receive 
news and offers from Archant. If you do 
not wish to receive details of any other 
products or services, please text EXIT at 
the end of your message. Service Provid¬ 
er: JMedia UK Limited, SW4 7BX. Tel: 
0207 720 7130. 


AWNINGS, VERANDAS & 
CARPORTS FROM SBI 


.l: '.a/,.!, ■ y m- *, n.o 

No Mowing, Weeding or Feeding! 


A RANGE OF CANOPIES DESIGNED SPECIFICALLY 
TO ADD STYLE AND PRACTICALITY TO YOUR HOME. 

Durable and attractive aluminium structures are available with 
a range of glazing or fabric covers, allowing you to choose the 
perfect structure for your setting and budget 


0800 0742 721 sbiproductsxo.uk 


01322 864704 / 07984 475519 

Gorse Hill • Farningham • Kent • DA4 OJU 
Opposite Scratchers Lane 

gorsehillnursery.co.uk 


WIN! Tickets to Jackson tribute 
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Send us your views. 

Write to: Kent House, 

81 Station Road, Ashford, 
TN23 1PP 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 


Still hunting for 
bloody justice 

A YEAR ago, KoS [21.02.16] 
highlighted the call for justice for 
those victims of blood contamina¬ 
tion; the demand for a suitable level 
of compensation, a full inquiry into 
the scandal and the authorities 
acknowledge what they did. 

Since when, precious little. 

A substantial body of crossbench 
MPs continue their call for a 
Hillsborough style forensic examina¬ 
tion of the relevant documents in an 
attempt to obtain both truth and 
justice. 

Mindful of the depth and extent of 
this scandal, officials have already 
shredded tons of documents and 
ministerial papers 

The persistent resistance to an 
inquiry by Whitehall and the self 
styled sick boys in the Department of 
Health, suggests that in dark 
recesses, there remains the same 
wish to remain concealed and 
unexamined. 

That the Department of Health 
continues to adhere to their belief in 
their own internal memo that the 
issue of contaminated blood is 
unimportant “because only haemo¬ 
philiacs died”, is truly sickening. 

Steve Dymond, 
Broadstairs 

Liberals just 
can’t stand losing 

THE series of demonstrations aimed 
at President Trump [KoS, last week] 
clearly illustrate just how arrogant 
and undemocratic are those on the 
liberal and hard left. 

They refuse to accept the results of 
democratic votes in both the UK and 
the USA, and continue to pretend that 
any results which do not accord with 
their prejudices are somehow invalid. 

Those who voted for Brexit did not 
do so because they were uninformed 
or unintelligent, but because they 
had tired of rule by the bureaucratic 
dictatorship of Brussels, while the 
American electorate rejected Hillary 
Clinton, a product of the liberal elite, 
in favour of someone who put 
patriotism, and concern for the less 
well off of their countrymen, before 
the worship of globalisation. 

Those who claim that, as President 
Trump did not win the popular vote, 
his victory is illegitimate, ignore the 
fact that the electoral college is the 
method by which all American 
presidents have been elected and that, 
just as in this country, those living in 
areas heavily weighted in favour of a 
particular candidate may not bother 
to vote, which they may well have 
done if they knew that the result was 
determined by a straight headcount. 

These people seek to silence anyone 
who disagrees with them and, if 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 
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Manston is never to 
fly again, Cllr Wells 


NO, Chris Wells (leader of Thanet 
District Council! [KoS, 19.02] the 
facts have not changed, you, like 
most politicians, jumped in with a 
load of rhetoric to get elected and, 
oh dear, reality hit and it’s 
everyone else’s fault. 

You could have looked in the 
Thanet District Council archives 
for all the other reports that have 
been done. 

How far did you have to dig to 
find someone who is not in the air 
industry to research the potential 
of Manston? 

The problem is an airport on a 
peninsular has a very limited 
catchment area. 

How many more reports does it 
need, and I hope more taxpayers 
money is not being wasted on the 
bleeding obvious. Every company 
and operator has either gone 
broke, or cut their losses and run. 

Yes, they may have Far Eastern 
cargo operators who are inter¬ 
ested, but Infratil, a New Zealand 
airport company bought it, 


successful, would destroy democracy 
throughout the Western world. 

Colin Bullen, 

Tonbridge 

Regulars...stand 
by your pens 

FIRST my ‘alt-fan club’ tells me to 
stick to one subject, the next Phil 
Granger, mixing them again, tells 
me it’s the wrong one! 

However, I point out that as I’ve 
advised him on more than one 
occasion previously, the overpopula- 


invested £60 million, and four 
experienced CEOs tried to turn it 
around and the Infratil investors 
voted to dump it. 

The air industry was so inter¬ 
ested they could not rake up the 
price of a packet of fags to up the 
price at the sale. 

If it was north of London with 
access to the Ml and M25 
motorways, the customers would 
rip the fences down to get in. 

Southend airport was bought by 
a road haulage operator who knew 
his business and had no interest in 
Manston -1 know because I asked. 

Having said all that, I would 
prefer an airport to the alternative, 
but that does not make it a 
financial reality. 

Look at the map of the UK again 
and ask what happened to 
common sense. 

When it comes to old sayings 
one should also consider “look 
before you leap”! 

Bernard Clayson, 
St Nicholas at Wade 


tion problem, which is of course now 
real, only started happening from 
the 1970s onward. 

Greenhouse gas emissions though 
started long before this, from the mid 
19th century onward in the Western 
world primarily; which led the 
Nordic scientist Arrhenius in the 
1890s to warn of the consequences. 
His work, 100 years later, was found 
to have been just one percent out 
even allowing for clean air acts and 
increasing population and so on. 

Further, there were already rising 
concerns even in the 1950s and later, 
perhaps rather ironically given the 
situation in America right now, from a 


US Senate committee report in 1965. 

As for China, recognising their 
pollution problem, they have just 
opened the world’s largest solar farm 
in Oinghai and are helping to build 
one in Pakistan at Cholistan. 

Further, India is building another 
in the south of that country, whilst a 
huge one is running in California. 

In the UK there are community 
owned small solar ones in Leicester¬ 
shire and at Sittingbourne for 
example, but the expansion of more 
such and other renwables here is 
sadly hampered by lack of full support 
from Mrs May’s government who 
back corporate fracking and nuclear. 
Overall though whilst, sadly, fossil 
fuels are still all too prevalent, the rise 
of renewables is ongoing. 

Pollution in the UK, is one of the 
worst in Europe, as evidenced by the 
recent appalling diesel emissions 
situation in London especially, and 
the the EU fine with action rightly 
demanded. 

As for consumerism, this was begun 
by Western empires but modern such 
really started after the profiteering led 
change in the 1920s to cheap goods, 
be they of clothing, plastics and 
electrical items which last five minutes 
before needing replacement and in 
usually sweatshop conditions. This has 
exacerbated the climate problem 
further and merely changing to 
renewables production of energy will 
not be enough by far. 

The need is also not just to cut C02 
emissions but to revive an old 
Victorian ethic of making things and 
goods which last along with 
improving incomes and living/ 
working conditions around the 
world. This must now take into 
account rising automation as well, a 
great expansion of adult education 
between jobs and instigating 
universal basic incomes, difficult 
though these may initially be. 

Ray Duff, 
Folkestone 

We cannot afford 
to lose doctors 

A SURVEY of EU doctors by the 
British Medical Association, has 
found that more than four in ten are 
considering leaving the UK in light of 
the EU referendum result. 

With almost a third of GP practices 
in Kent unable to fill vacancies in the 
past year and hospitals experiencing 
one of the worst winters on record, we 
cannot afford to lose any more doctors. 

If like me, you don’t want to lose 
any of the valued and highly-skilled 
EU doctors that work in the UK, 
please contact your local MP and 
urge them to call for Theresa May to 
grant permanent residence to all 
medical professionals and NHS staff 
working in the UK. 

Dr Selwyn D’Costa, 
BMA SE regional deputy council 


Please include your name and 
address, although these will be 
withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 
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KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 


AS part of our commitment to providing the 
best service to you, we have produced our 10 
guiding principles 
Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 


4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division 
between news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to 

North & West 


people living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are 
important to the well-being of the county and 
its people. 

We hope you enjoy Kent on Sunday. 

kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 








Oast house at 
Lambershurst 

by Andrew Coleman 


To see your photograph printed, 
email editorial@kosmedia. 
co.uk,. Be sure to include your 
name, address and a contact 
telephone number. Unfortunately 
we cannot return any prints, and 
please do not send negatives. 


The Double Glazing ■ 


Specialist In Double Glazing Repairs 


« Misted/Broken Glass 

• Broken Hinges 
« Handles • Locks 

• Adjustments 

• Draughts 

• Patio Door Handles/Rollers 

All Work Guaranteed 


Having problem* With 
ceinten»lt»n faetwM** 
d^Ublfr glared iiiula? 



r J 

.-C. r .y 

Don't delay 
CALL TODAY 


Get up to 

10% OFF 

just show this 
advert! 


X 


or quote 
DGRM 12 


^°Special Discounts For Senior Citizens 


FREE QUOTATION CALL , 
07508620503 • 020 8309 0750 
www.thedoubleglazingrepairman.co.uk 

i- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ -i 

kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


<ZZ ou r^i ■ 




Rl K 


Now open all year long 


who Diptcl quality and o.i 
wnll am our gwn ill 

Situnlod in a qujet comer of the 


iuM< 

iJql M 


Anar Ihi popuMi tnwn»-n1 Mulrfon and Slifi 
y#i «.ipu ih«i Opw (rf ita tiTMl 4 
■mall wtldfihri Alt Mi* park. Huu 


i into an pstcJumlvg iKtailt only alia (pr 
i superb rang# af fipklday hcm« far uda jmj 
r Lh»l EMO-akE, Ed »|LtEndod holiday tAaym. 

?r conservation area... 


n-Cspucb Tuc'Hnd away in the counEryaldo 
**l in lh» Uk Wiich the wPAtfsrtul 
1 ■raulid lho EUidiw»1«r daluarY. 


... JJ to listed to the siloncn of nature you vri\\ hnvc to atoy with us 11 

- 

1 


rand Afe w Lodge Devetopmen 




Holidays for Adults only? 

Try aiir speciai weekends 
Friday lo Sunday £125 inclusive 
SoM catonng enravam, ideal for the 
over H s ratirwa and professional 
couple* with all the benefit* that our 
owner* enjoy. 

BENEFITS fcneludo; 

IdaaP lor pro-fonalonnl CDuplE-c, ruEiroas ate. ■ S-onuicus ■ Adjaconl p.ardtm and car parking hay 
« eT lines Ed moat pile ties ■ fra# wifi al &E Cod'd! Country Club and Laung# bar ■ 

Laurvdrafcla + Pwtm wtlcami * Warmaal and driaat iru Jn |ha pounfry * Oiaurby aha-pa 
and T*h* away ■ * Na-nrby flp|f club* and lalaur* wnww - ADUL ts QNiJV 


Call us now on 01621 776800 

L^nl htamLtxrt^hKljn Lrvj rrnJinMvHr 'm ImCU !■>*■ 

www.eastf a nd meadows, co.uk 
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holidays 


Call 

01895 833333 

for bookings 
and information 


Holidays offered by 

Higher Denham, 
Uxbridge UB9 5EL 
ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 
info@gnvoyages.com 
www.gnvoyages.com 

Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays 
9.30am to 12.30pm 
Saturdays 

Closed Bank Holiday weekends. 


®ABTA 




60s Sounds in Surrey 

Thatcher's Hotel, Guildford 

10 Mar, 14 Apr, 24 Jun & 22 Sept, 2017 - Quote:TG-KOS 

ENJOY a fun-packed party break at this charming Tudor-style hotel near 
Guildford, close to The Hogs Back Brewery, and Polesden Lacey, an Edwardian 
country house and estate. Entertainment on 10 Mar features Roy Carter (ex- 
Drifters & Foundations) and Dave Grant (ex-Paper Lace) - £139pp;14 Apr 
(Easter) with the Frankie Valli Story & The Cufflinks - £159pp; 24 June with Gee 
Bello & Roy Carter (ex-Drifters & Foundations) - £149pp; 22 Sept with Vicki 
Lambert & The New Honeycombs - £149pp. 

INCLUDED: Entertainment both nights • 2 dinners and 2 breakfasts • 2 nights 
sharing an en-suite bedroom with TV, tea/coffee tray and free wifi • Free parking 



Lake Bled Castle & 

Christmas Markets 

Slovenia & Austria by Air from Gatwick 

30 November, 2017 - Quote: XB11-KOS 

Christmas time at Lake Bled, Slovenia, is just magical - framed by the snow¬ 
capped peaks of the majestic Julian Alps, Bled is a dream location. Our hotel is 
on the Lakeside with a Christmas market situated outside - a perfect setting for 
this build up to Christmas. Highlights include: lunch in Bled Castle, high above 
the lake with spellbinding views; the gingerbread factory in Radovljica; 
Ljubljana, Slovenia's charming capital with its stunning Christmas market; and 
Klagenfurt Christmas Market in Austria. 

INCLUDED: Escorted throughout • Return flights with cabin baggage from a choice 
of UK airports - supp't may apply • 4 nights half board in a 4-star lakeside hotel in 

Bled • Lunch in Bled Castle • All excursions ‘Transfers abroad 

‘Conditions apply to low deposit - please call for details 


Half price drinks 
Entertainment 
Over 40s only 

£lOpp 

deposit 



Marty Wilde 


We Love the 60s 
Seaside Christmas Parties" 1 

Pontins Pakefield, Suffolk Coast 

10 & 17 November, 2017- Quote: CP11 -1 /2-KOS 

Join us at Pontins Pakefield, on the Suffolk coast, for an early taste of Christmas - 
for over 40s only - as we rock the weekend away to the sounds of the 60s. Our 
brilliant November 10 entertainment bill features Marty Wilde and the Wildcats, 
Union Gap, The New Honeycombs, Dave Grant of Paper Lace and The Beatle (John 
Lennon tribute). You'll enjoy non-stop entertainment from Friday evening to 
Sunday evening and half-price drinks at this rockin' party weekend. 

November 17 entertainment features The Barron Knights, The Swinging Blue 
Jeans, Roy Carter (ex-Drifters & Foundations) and The New All Stars. 

INCLUDED: Half Price bar drinks - house beers & spirits, wine by the glass, pumped 
soft drinks & mixers - lunch times and evenings from Friday night to Sunday night 

• Full entertainment programme • 3 nights en-suite chalet - club upgrade available 

• 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners • Free parking 



FREE drinks 
Entertainment 
Over 40s only 

£l0pp 


3 nights 
half board 
PLUS from 
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Isle of Wight Sounds 
of the 60s Carry on New Year Party 

Warner Bembridge Coast, Isle of Wight 

Friday 5 January, 2018 - Quote: BE1 -KOS 

GN Holidays & Voyages are taking over Warner's Bembridge Coast hotel again in 
early January 2018 - our 10th year in a row. Our must-do annual party, for over 
40s only, has guests returning year after year to 'Carry On' celebrating the New 
Year. With a packed entertainment programme featuring original 60s bands 
Union Gap and The Cufflinks plus Vicki Lambert's tribute to 60s divas, great food. 

Free drinks from 6pm to midnight nightly, and free car ferry crossing, you're 
assured a great start to 2018. 

INCLUDED: Free drinks 6pm to midnight every night - house beers & spirits, wine 
by the glass, pumped soft drinks & pumped mixers • Full entertainment programme 

• 3 nights standard en-suite chalet - upgrade to main hotel building from £30pp 

• 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners • Free car ferry • Free parking 
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motabilit 


Why scheme may 
be ideal for you 



insurance, maintenance and repairs, 
and even breakdown assistance - a huge 
reassurance when motoring costs are 
soaring. 

What is more, Motability does not 
insist that the disabled person is the 
driver; the car is made available for the 
benefit of that person, which means that 
up to two other named drivers can be on 
the car’s insurance cover instead of the 
disabled person. 

For more about this liberating scheme 
for disabled people, see inside 
this special supplement. 


M otability has radically 

changed the way disabled people 
and their families live their lives. 
The government-backed scheme 
enables them to get on the road for 
much less than it would cost to buy or 
lease a new or nearly new car privately, 
and helps them and their families with 
potentially costly adaptations for 
controls or wheelchair access. 

On top of that, the scheme’s regular 
payments can take care of the everyday 
running 
costs of 
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The scheme’s 
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everyday 

running 
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insurance, 
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and repairs, 
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Motorline Ashford 
Orbital Park, Ashford 
Kent TN24 OSN 

Tel: 0844 822 7122 
motorlineashford.toyota.co.uk 


Motorline Canterbury 
Broad Oak Road, Canterbury 
Kent CT2 7RB 

Tel: 0844 822 7130 
motorlinecanterbury.toyota.co.uk 


Motorline Tunbridge Wells 
Dowding \JL/ay, Tunbridge IL/ells 
KentTN23UY 

Tel: 0844 822 7169 
motorlinetunbridgeuiells.toyota.co.uk 


Motability 


TOYOTA MOTABILITY. _ 

NOW WITH TOYOTA SAFETY SENSE. 


AYGO X-PRESS 
NIL ADVANCE PAYMENT 


YARIS ICON _ 

NIL ADVANCE PAYMENT 


YARIS HYBRID ICON _ 

FROM NIL ADVANCE PAYMENT 


VERSO _ 

Toyota Safety Hill-start 

Sense assist control 

Air conditioning 5* NCAP safety rating 


NIL 

Advance Payment* 


ALWAYS A 

BETTER WAY 


AURIS HYBRID _ 

FROM £495 ADVANCE PAYMENT 


*Verso Active 1.6 V-matic Manual at NIL Advance Payment. Model shown is a Verso Icon 7-Seat 1.6 V-matic Manual at £95 Advance Payment. AYGO x-press 5 door 1.0 VVT-i at NIL Advance Payment,Yarislcon5doorl.4D-4D Manual at NIL Advance Payment, Yaris Hybrid Icon 5 door 
1.5 VVT-i Auto at NIL Advance Payment, and Auris Hybrid Icon 5 door 1.8 VVT-i Auto at £495 Advance Payment. Subject to availability. Please note that a total of 60,000 miles over three years are allowed on the Motability Contract Hire Scheme. Offer valid between 1st January and 
31st March 2017. Available as part of the Motability Contract Hire Scheme. 

Verso Icon 7-Seat 1.6 V-matic Manual. Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg (l/100km): Urban 32.8 (8.6), Extra Urban 49.6 (5.7), Combined 41.5 (6.8). CO 2 Emissions 157g/km. AYGO x-press 5 door 1.0 VVT-i x-shift. Official 
Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg (l/100km): Urban 56.5 (5.0), Extra Urban 78.5 (3.6), Combined 68.9 (4.1). CO 2 Emissions 95g/km. Yaris Icon 5 door 1.4 D-4D Manual. Official Fuel Consumption Figures in mpg (l/100km): Urban 
67.3 (4.2), Extra Urban 91.1 (3.1), Combined 80.7 (3.5). CO 2 Emissions 91/km. Yaris Hybrid Icon 5 door 1.5 VVT-i Auto. Official Fuel Consumption Figuresin mpg (l/100km): Urban 91.1 (3.1), Extra Urban 85.6 (3.3), Combined 85.6 
(3.3). CO 2 Emissions 75g/km. Auris Hybrid Icon 5 door 1.8 VVT-i Auto. Official Fuel Consumption Figuresin mpg (l/100km): Urban 80.7 (3.5) Extra Urban 80.7 (3.5) Combined 78.5 (3.6). CO 2 Emissions 82g/km. All mpg and CO 2 
figures quoted are sourced from official EU regulated laboratory test results. These are provided to allow comparisons between vehicles and may not reflect your actual driving experience. 
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So Just what does 
Motability allow? 


U P to two nominated drivers can 
drive a Motability vehicle, but the 
disabled person qualifying for the 
scheme does not have to be one of 
them. The drivers may be friends or 
relatives, and parents or carers can 
apply on behalf of a child aged three 
years or older. 

The car need only be used for the 
benefit of the disabled person, such as a 
shopping trip or collecting a 
prescription - they don’t even have to be 
in the car. A third insured driver can be 
added for a small payment. 

If you receive the Higher Rate 
Mobility Component of the Disability 
Living Allowance or the War 
Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement, you 
can apply for a Motability lease by 
exchanging part or all of that allowance. 

Motability is a worry-free package that 
includes: 

■ A choice of around 2,000 car models 
■ Insurance, servicing 


and maintenance 

■ RAC breakdown assistance 

■ Road tax 

■ Tyre and windscreen replacement 

■ 60,000 mileage allowance over 3 years. 
Car dimensions vary: seat height, door 

opening angle and storage space for 
wheelchairs and equipment can all 
affect whether the car works for you and 
your own disability, but your local 
dealer can take you through a 
questionnaire designed to ensure the 
car and Motability is right for you. 

Many special adaptations are free to 
help with speed and steering, signaling 
and safety, stowage, and seating and 
access. 

The Motability package continues to 
the end of your three-year lease, with a 
seamless transfer to your new car. 
Around 600,000 customers currently 
choose Motability and 97 per cent would 
recommend the scheme to their friends. 





a 

Many special 
adaptations 
are free to 
help with 
speed and 
steering, 
signaling 
and safety, 
stowage, and 
seating and 
access 




Hyundai Tucson 1.6 GDi S 


nil Advance 
III I— Payment 

Contact our Motability 

• ^ The leading car scheme for disabled people 

specialists today! 


Why choose Tucson? 


C02 Emissions 

W 147 g/km 



Road Tax 

£145 



Fuel Economy 

44.8 MPG 



Performance 

130 BHP 


% Euro nCap Score 

i 5 Stars 


Tunbridge Wells Hyundai 

Unit 1, Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells TD2 3UY 

01892 458311 

www.kenthyundai.co.uk 


Medway Hyundai 

London Road, Rainham, Kent ME8 8PT 

01634 408408 

www.kenthyundai.co.uk 



HYurmni 


nEWTHinKinG. 
nEW POSSIBILITIES. 


Offers subject to terms and conditions. Contact dealership for full information. Offers subject to change at anytime. Images for illustrations purposes only. 
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Do your research 
before you shop 



Nissan 

Note 


M OTABILITY’s range of more than 
2,000 vehicles can seem daunting. 

Fortunately, the scheme’s 
website has a search function 
allowing users to quickly create a short 
list of comparable cars, taking account 
of buying parameters, mixing typical 
consumer searches and the specialist 
needs of Motability users. 

Search by car details takes a 
consumer-style approach and includes: 

■ What kind of mobility allowance the 
user has 

■ What level of advance payment the 
user intends to pay, if anything 
■ Preferred car type, make, model and 
number of doors 

■ Whether the user wants a manual, 
semi-automatic or automatic gearbox 
■ Whether the driver is under-25 
But there are two other search 
programmes: 

Search by 


Accessibility Needs, taking account of 
car measurements; and Search for a 
Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle (WAV). 

There is also excellent advice on what 
type of car to look for, in language more 
relevant to disabled users, such as: 

■ How smaller two-three-door cars 
generally have wider doors with larger 
opening angles that may make access 
easier, but may be both harder to close 
generally and harder to open wide in 
narrow parking spaces. 

■ How hatchbacks have a raise-up rear 
door or ‘hatch’, which could make it 
harder for a wheelchair user to open/ 
close or access items, or simply be 
problematic when opening in the 
garage. 

■ Extra space in estate cars can be more 
convenient for a disabled person as the 
load area may be used to carry disability 

aids, but the vehicles can be longer 
and bulkier. 
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MOTORLINE NISSAN 

FOR ALL YOUR MOTABILITY NEEDS. 


QASHQAI 1.2 DIG-T 

JUKE 1.2 DIG-T ACENTA 115 ACENTA SVP 


LEAF 30KWH 


X-TRAIL 1.6 DIG-T 163 
2WD ACENTA SVP 5ST 


NIL 


£99 


£1999 £399 


Advance Payment Advance Payment 


Advance Payment 



MOTORLINE DARTFORD 555 Princes Road, Kent DA2 6HH 01322 280025 
MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE Bircholt Road, Kent ME15 9XY 01622 538538 
MOTORLINE MEDWAY High Street, Rochester ME11HF 01634 648723 

MOTORLINE TUNBRIDGE WELLS Dowding Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 3UY 01892 500700 


offers you the 
to enjoy 
worry-free 
motoring 



Choose 
an adaption 
to suit your 
needs 


To find out how 
Motability can help 
you, talk to our 
specialist today. 


Motability 


motorline-nissan.co.uk 


Juke Range: URBAN 29.7-64.2mpg (9.5-4.4L/100km); EXTRA URBAN 46.3-74.3mpg (6.1-3.8L/100km); COMBINED 38.7-70.6mpg (73-4.0L/100km); C02 emissions 172-104g/km. Qashqai 
Range: URBAN 372-673mpg (76-4.2L/100km), EXTRA URBAN 52.3-78.5mpg (5.4-3.6L/100km), COMBINED 471-74.3mpg (6.0-3.8L/100km), C0 2 emissions 138-99g/km. Fuel consumption 
figures for Nissan LEAF - C02 while driving: 0. MPG: N/A. X-Trail Range: URBAN 34.9-49.6mpg (8.1-5.7L/100km), EXTRA URBAN 51.4-62.8mpg (5.5-4.5L/100km), COMBINED 44.1-576mpg 
(6.4-4.9L/100km); C02 emissions 149-129g/km. 

Advance Payment prices are available to applications made during the current pricing period (01/01/2017 to 31/3/2017) at participating Dealers only. Models subject to availability. Written details available on request. TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR THE MOTABILITY SCHEME, YOU 
MUST BE IN RECEIPT OF THE HIGHER RATE MOTABILITY COMPONENT OF DISABILITY LIVING ALLOWANCE, THE ENHANCED RATE MOBILITY COMPONENT OF THE PERSONAL INDEPENDENCE PAYMENT, THE WAR PENSIONERS' MOTABILITY SUPPLEMENT OR THE ARMED FORCES 
INDEPENDENCE PAYMENT. The facilities offered are for the hire (bailment) of goods. This offer is eligible for Customers only and is not available in conjunction with any other Nissan offer or scheme. This is a trademark of Motability, registered charity 299745. Models shown 
are for illustration purposes only. MPG figures are obtained from laboratory testing, in accordance with 2004/3/EC directives and intended for comparisons between vehicles and may not reflect real driving results. (Optional equipment, maintenance, driving behaviour, 
road and weather conditions may affect the official results.) Nissan Motor (GB) Ltd, The Rivers Office Park, Denham Way, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD39YS. 
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2017 LEXUS CT 


OUTSTANDING 

STAND-OUTING 


LEXUS CANTERBURY Broad Oak Road, Canterbury CT2 7PX 01227 388 585 www.canterbury.lexus.co.uk 

LEXUS TUNBRIDGE WELLS Dowding Way, Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 3UY 01892 598 870 www.tunbridgewells.lexus.co.uk 


3.9% APR REPRESENTATIVE 

NOW WITH £2,000 TOWARDS YOUR FINANCE DEPOSIT* 


CT200h Sport 


Finance deposit allowance 

£24,855.00* Amount of credit 

, Guaranteed future value/ 
42 months Optional final payment 


41 Monthly payments 
Customer deposit 
Centre deposit contribution 


£750.00 Representative 


£1,250.00 

£17,585.50 


£239.00 Total amount payable 
£5,269.50 Fixed Rate of Interest (per annum) 


Representative Example. 


Specification includes: 

• Black 17" Alloys, black mirror caps and black spindle grille 

• Smart Entry 

• Parking Sensors 

• Lexus Navigation 

• Just 94g/km C02 emissions 

• Up to 70.6 mpg 

©LEXUS 

EXPERIENCE AMAZING 


CT 200h prices start from £21,995. Model shown is CT 200h SPORT £24,855, includes optional metallic paint at £610. 

Terms and conditions: *3.9% APR Representative, £1,250 finance deposit allowance and a £750 Centre deposit contribution available on new retail sales of CT. 24-42 months on Lexus Connect (PCP), up to 35% deposit and Guaranteed Future Value/Optional Final Payment. 
CT new retail sales. Ordered and proposed for finance between 9th February 2017 and 31 March 2017, registered and financed by 30 June 2017 through Lexus Financial Services. Participating Lexus Centres. Lexus Centres are independent of Lexus Financial Services. Terms 
and conditions apply. Indemnities may be required. Finance subject to status to over 18s only. Lexus Financial Services is a trading name of Toyota Financial Services (UK) PLC. Registered Office: Great Burgh, Burgh Heath, Epsom, KT18 5UZ. Authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority. 

The MPG figures quoted are sourced from official EU-regulated test results. They are provided for comparability purposes, and may not reflect actual driving experience. CT 200h Sport fuel consumption and C0 2 figures: urban 
68.9 mpg (4.1 l/IOOkm), extra-urban 70.6 mpg (4.0 l/IOOkm), combined 68.9 mpg (4.1 l/IOOkm), 94g/km CO z (15% BIK). 
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WALK 





By Steve Loader 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Powered by mOTORS 

Search Smart. Buy Right .CO.Ilk 
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Peuaeot's 


LION brand Peugeot is roaring ahead with a pride 
of new and recent models - notably the second 
generation 3008 and 5008. 

Both are now SUVs (sport utility vehicles) rep¬ 
resenting a complete change of concept, the 3008 
having morphed from being a crossover, while 
the 5008 was a people carrier (MPV) previously. 

They show Peugeot recognising, but whole¬ 
heartedly embracing the burgeoning SUV sector. 

Our recent first drive of the 3008 showed it to be 
stylish, refined and upmarket, and we don’t doubt 
that the seven-seat 5008 will be any different 
when it arrives in May. 

They join the smaller 2008 to create a formida¬ 
ble SUV line-up, the 2008 being previously touted 
more as a crossover, but now looking chunkier af¬ 
ter a recent facelift. 

But Peugeot has other sharp-suited models to 
boast about, including the refined and elegant 
308 hatchback series. 

We particularly like the capacious yet classy 
SW (estate) sporty GT Line range, and GTi per¬ 
formance flagship. 

As ever, Peugeot also has a powerful supermini 
contender with the current 208 line-up featuring 
luxury and sporty options - again crowned by a 
GTi that evokes the legendary 205GTi. The 208 


also comes with many personalisation packs. 

The smaller 108 city car offers similar cus¬ 
tomisation especially with the popular roll-back 
roof option. Inspired by a joint project with Cit¬ 
roen and Toyota, it does boost the 108’s status as 
probably the poshest of the three clones. 

Another significant draw for Peugeot is Just 


Add Fuel, an attractive PCP (personal contract 
purchase) package that does just what it says on 
the tin. Each monthly payment covers all major 
motoring costs: comprehensive insurance, road 
tax, servicing, roadside assistance and warran¬ 
ty, all in a three-year finance package. 

All the driver then does is...just add fuel. 
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UU RENAULT 

\ / Passion for life 

All-New 

Renault MEGANE SPORT TOURER 

Technology for success 




3.99% apr 


4 years' warranty 

Offer available only until 31st March 2017 

The official fuel consumption figures in mpg (1/100km) for the All-New Renault Megane range are: urban 36.2 (7.8)-68.9 (4.1); extra-urban 57.7 
(4.9)-80.7 (3.5); combined 47.1 (6)-76.4 (3.7). The official C0 2 emissions are 134-96g/km. Figures are obtained for comparative purposes in 
accordance with EU Legislation and may not reflect real-life driving results. 

All-New Megane Sport Tourer Dynamique Nav TCe 130 monthly payment based on £6,000 deposit, 24 monthly payments of £249, optional final payment of £7,674. Finance 
provided by Renault Finance, PO Box 149, Watford WD17 1FJ. Subject to status. Indemnities may be required. UK residents only (excluding the Channel Islands). Over 18s. 
Terms and conditions apply. Offer based on 6,000 miles per annum, excess mileage 8p per mile inc VAT. Finance available on selected new vehicles when ordered and registered 
by 31st March 2017. All-New Megane Sport Tourer shown with optional metallic paint, available at £545. 


MOTORLINE MAIDSTONE 

Bircholt Road, Parkwood 
Maidstone ME15 9XY 
Tel 01622 616422 


MOTORLINE CANTERBURY MOTORLINE ASHFORD 

Westminster Road Hilton Road 


Canterbury CT1 1YY Ashford TN23 1EW 

Tel 01227 389706 Tel 01233 215630 www.motorline.co.uk/renault 


Book a test drive 
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New life for DS3 after Citroen divorce 


The stylish arrival of DS3 hatch and Cabrio has severed the final ties between 
Citroen and the now standalone, but ready to compete, DS premium brand 



DS3THP210S&S 

Performance 


M ANY motor industry 
watchers gave a 
collective sight of relief 
when DS divorced from 
Citroen. 

This strange marriage began in 
post-war France, with Citroen 
championing cheap motoring 
through cars like the 2CV and Ami, 
while its advanced and luxurious DS 
series pandered to the urban elite 
during the 50s/60s. 

This complicated relationship 
resumed in 2009 when mainstream 
Citroen revived the DS badge for a 
new premium supermini, the DS3. 
Something had to give and the 
divorce was announced in 2014. 

Since then, all three existing DS 
models have had a facelift and given 
their own identity - without any 
Citroen branding - giving a new 
lease of life to the DS3, in particular. 

Priced from £14,735 for the 
hatchback or £18,935 for the chic 
Cabrio, it remains a classy proposi¬ 
tion with customisation options on a 
par with the BMW MINI, and made 
more eye-catching by the deep DS 
grille and chrome ‘wings’ extending 
beneath the headlights. 

It has also gained aggressive faux 
air scoops housing LED running 


lights, contributing to a braver and 
cleaner look than the former and 
more bulbous Citroen front end. 

Inside, buyers get a seven-inch 
touchscreen and equally tempting 
interior options, notably DS’s Nappa 
‘watchstrap’ leather seating. 


Aside from style the DS3 remains a 
practical small car for the image¬ 
conscious; even the rolltop Cabrio 
carries five and has a decent boot. 

And it is a driver’s car when you 
want it to be, though engine choice is 
crucial: avoid the lumbering 120bhp 


1.6-litre BlueHDi diesel option - 
surely diesel superminis have had 
their day? - which is as much of a 
drag to drive as the zingy new 
130bhp 1.2 petrol turbo is fun. 

But I was even luckier with the test 
car choice: the flagship turbo¬ 


Price: 

from £27,995 

Driving appeal: 

★★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: MINI Cooper S 


charged 210 (208bhp) 1.6-litre petrol 
hatch in racy Performance trim with 
15mm lower sports suspension, 
Brembo brakes, slick six-speed 
close-ratio ‘box, and limited slip 
differential to keep traction through 
the front wheels sensible. 

The four-cylinder engine is one of 
a series developed by PSA (Peugeot- 
Citroen) with BMW, which happens 
to produce the test car’s most 
obvious rival, the MINI Cooper S. 

The engine is smooth and refined, 
while the suspension is tenacious on 
corners yet forgiving enough to 
deliver a hot hatch that you can live 
with for those times where the car’s 
driver-pleasing dynamics can’t really 
be exploited ie stuck in slow moving 
town traffic or cruising the motor¬ 
way. However, such good manners 
won’t please every hot hatch fan. 



J G EOT 

N & EMOTION 


A FIRST CAR WORTH 
BOASTING ABOUT. 

ALL MOTORING COSTS COVERED WITH 
PEUGEOT'S JUST ADD FUEL? 


AVAILABLE 
FROM AGE 18* 

WITH TELEMATICS 


FOR ONE 

MONTHLY 

PAYMENT 


3 YEARS 

INSURANCE* 

WARRANTY /SERVICING 

CAR TAX + / ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 





ROBINS & DAY MAIDSTONE 

Mill Street, MAIDSTONE, ME15 6YD 01622 753333 www.robinsandday-maidstone.co.uk 


Official Fuel Consumption in MPG (l/100km) and CO 2 emissions (g/km) for the 108 Range are: Urban 52.3-56.5 (5.4 - 5.0), Extra Urban 74.3 - 78.5 (3.8 - 3.6), Combined 65.7 - 68.9 (4.3 - 4.1) and CO 2 99-95 (g/km). mpg 

figures are achieved under official EU test conditions, intended as a guide for comparative purposes only, and may not reflect actual on-the-road driving conditions. Terms and conditions apply, participating dealers only or visit peugeot.co.uk Robins & Day is acting as 
a credit broker and is not a lender. Representative 4.9% APR over 37 months. Finance is subject to status. To finance your purchase we will introduce you to PSA Finance UK Ltd, provider of PEUGEOT's innovative finance package - Just Add Fuel®. A guarantee may be 
required. Finance provided by and written quotations available from PSA Finance UK Ltd, Quadrant House, Princess Way, Redhill, RH1 1QA. +The first year Road Fund Licence (RFL) is provided with the car. Where vehicle tax is payable after the first year the Dealer will 
provide customers with a cheque for the value of years 2 and 3 RFL (based on current rates). The customer must always apply for years 2 & 3 RFL. Just Add Fuel® is subject to status.*Minimum age 18, maximum age 75. Drivers are required to install the Telematics Box & 
W consent to Data capture & transmission to qualify for insurance. All drivers must hold a full UK licence & meet eligibility criteria including limits on driving convictions & claims. Insurance subject to cancellation if you receive four warnings for poor driving. Excesses 

W apply. 3 years motor insurance is provided and underwritten by U K Insurance Limited which is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. Payments will vary according to 

' age, post code and annual mileage. Customer deposit may be required. The costs of insurance, servicing and Roadside Assistance are included within the monthly cost of Just Add Fuel® Passport but are provided on a monthly pay-as-you-go basis and can be cancelled 

at any time without penalty or affecting the remainder of the Just Add Fuel® Passport contract. Excess mileage charges may apply. Routine servicing included only. Excludes wear parts. All offers available on qualifying vehicles ordered and registered between 01/03/17 
and 31/03/17 or until such time as they may be withdrawn by PEUGEOT at its complete discretion. Calls maybe recorded for training purposes. Calls charged at local rate. All information correct at time of going to press. Visit peugeot.co.uk for full product details. 
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LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two hospitals is a 22 bed 
independent hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst the second hospital is a 4 bed independent 
hospital based at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals have a reputation for providing excellent 
medical and surgical facilities supported by Specialist Consultants, Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. We have 
state of the art diagnostic equipment and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 


The continuing growth of our business has resulted in a vacancy for the 
following staff: 

Staff Nurse Out Patients 

Margate 

Part Time - 30 hrs per week 
Salary - £26,121.29 (pro rata) 

Closing Date - 06/03/2017 
Interview Date -16/03/2017 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Registered Nurse 1st level 

• Evidence of continual professional development 

• Experience in a surgical/medical environment with a knowledge and 
understanding of surgical/medical procedures 

• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills 

• Patient Focus 

To discuss these opportunities, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: 
Carolyn Flegg, Outpatients Manager on 01843 234569 
Previous applicants need not apply 

For job descriptions and application forms please visit our website: 
www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 
Alternatively, please contact Sarah Blaber, HR Assistant 
Telephone: 01304 222690 E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 


Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. 
These positions are subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 


Spencer A 
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Education 


RECRUITING NOW FOR 

TEACHERS & TEACHING ASSISTANTS 

REGULAR WORK AVAILABLE IN 
BEXLEY - DARTFORD - GRAVESEND 
MEDWAY - MAIDSTONE - ASHFORD 
CANTERBURY - FOLKESTONE - DOVER 
CALL 01474 359333 
or register your details at 
agy www.classiceducation.co.uk/apply 




/ 


Construction Company seeking: 


\ 


All Trades 

(Labourers / Groundworkers / Underpinners / 
Carpenters / Screeders / Dry Liners) 

Site location - Sevenoaks 


Competitive rates. Immediate start 
If you would like to apply for these positions, 
please call 07542 989922 


Proof of right to work will be required. NO GANGS 


ROCHESTER: ASHFORD: CANTERBURY: 

2-3 MAY 4-5 MAY 3-4 JUNE 

Learn how to take blood 


TRAIN AS A 

PHLEBOTOMIST 


awarding a Nationally Recognised 

Certificate in Phlebotomy 

UK Recognised 

^ Allied Healthcare 
Career Path 

I a* No previous experience 

Two day course 
Accredited (advanced level) 
For more info, or to book online: 

accredited [www.geopace.coni 


HIGH DEMAND IN: Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector 



Teacher Training 
Opportunities 

(Multiple Subjects - inc. Eng, Maths, Sci, MFL 
and Creative Arts) 

For September 2017 

Do you want to join a thriving Kent School? We are seeking to 
appoint inspirational and committed individuals who would 
like to undertake teacher training through the School’s Direct 
Programme starting in September 2017. 

Thamesview is a part of the Thames Teaching Alliance. We 
have several exciting opportunities for good graduates to 
train to become teachers. There are generous salaries and 
bursaries of up to £25,000 available in some instances and 
for committed graduates. 

Thamesview is a school where everyone is expected to 
do their best. We benefit from a new school building that 
provides innovative learning environments and state of the 
art ICT equipment. 

We are committed to providing high quality learning 
experiences for our children and to supporting our staff 
through excellent development opportunities. 

If you are interested in finding out more about this opportunity 
please visit our website www.thamesviewsch.co.uk or email 
our HR Manager on k.mcgowan@thamesview.kent.sch.uk 

We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the 
welfare of students. 

Appointment to this post will require an Enhanced 
Disclosure via the Disclosure and Barring Service. 

<£ ii m A a _ 
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HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 - 
SECTION 116 
STOPPING UP OF LAND 
AT LAND AT MARINA 
ESPLANADE, RAMSGATE 

I AM GIVING NOTICE THAT The Kent County 
Council as Highway Authority for the County 
of Kent propose to make an application to the 
Magistrates’ sitting at Canterbury Magistrates’ 
Court on 16 May 2017 at 10:00 for an Order 
under Section 116 of the Highways Act 1980 to 
extinguish highway rights on the grounds that 
they are unnecessary on land at Marina Esplanade, 
Ramsgate as on the plan on deposit. 

A copy of the draft order and the plan referred 
to are on deposit, and can be seen during normal 
office hours, at the main reception of The Kent 
County Council at Sessions House, County Hall, 
Maidstone, Kent ME 14 1XQ. 

Any person to whom this Notice has been given or 
who uses the 

highway specified or who would be aggrieved by 
the making of the Order may appear before the 
Magistrates’ Court to raise an objection or make 
a representation on the application. Any person 
intending to appear before the Magistrates’ Court 
at the hearing of the application is requested 
to inform Carissa Humphreys by post to Legal 
Services, The Kent County Council, Sessions 
House, County Hall, Maidstone, Kent MEM 
1XQ, by email carissa.humphreys@kent.gov.uk, 
or by telephone 03000 416285 before 6 May 2017 
quoting reference number LS/21/112302/628. 

If you require further information or would like 
to discuss this matter, please contact Carissa 
Humphreys using the contact details shown above. 

ROGER WILKIN 
DIRECTOR OF HIGHWAYS, 
TRANSPORTATION AND WASTE 


HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 - 
SECTION 116 

STOPPING UP OF LAND AT 
WRAIK HILL, WHITSTABLE 

I AM GIVING NOTICE THAT The Kent County 
Council as Highway Authority for the County 
of Kent propose to make an application to the 
Magistrates’ sitting at Canterbury Magistrates’ 
Court on 25 April 2017 at 10:00 for an Order 
under Section 116 of the Highways Act 1980 to 
extinguish highway rights on the grounds that they 
are unnecessary on land at Wraik Hill, Whitstable 
as on the plan on deposit. 

A copy of the draft order and the plan referred 
to are on deposit, and can be seen during normal 
office hours, at the main reception of The Kent 
County Council at Sessions House, County Hall, 
Maidstone, Kent ME 14 1XQ. 

Any person to whom this Notice has been given or 
who uses the 

highway specified or who would be aggrieved by 
the making of the Order may appear before the 
Magistrates’ Court to raise an objection or make 
a representation on the application. Any person 
intending to appear before the Magistrates’ Court 
at the hearing of the application is requested 
to inform Carissa Humphreys by post to Legal 
Services, The Kent County Council, Sessions 
House, County Hall, Maidstone, Kent ME14 1XQ, 
by email carissa.humphreys@kent.gov.uk, or by 
telephone 03000 416285 before 15 April 2017 
quoting reference number LS/21/112615/628. 

If you require further information or would like 
to discuss this matter, please contact Carissa 
Humphreys using the contact details shown above. 
ROGER WILKIN 
DIRECTOR OF HIGHWAYS, 
TRANSPORTATION AND WASTE 


LAND ACQUIREMENT ADJACENT 
TO ROCHESTER ROAD 

AJA Holdings Ltd are giving formal notice by public 
advertisement for the acquisition of a strip of shrub 
land adjacent to the rear of their existing office. The 
land in question is to facilitate a change of use and 
will be used for new car parking facilities. If you 
have any objections to the aforementioned, please 
contact us on 01634 863 818 or email your queries to 
info@southeastrefurbishments.co.uk 
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Sport 

Kennedy quits as 
chair after 9 years 

And the county club confirms its financial figures for last year 



OFF: George Kennedy says the club is in a better position than it was when 
he became chairman in 2008 Pictures: adyKerry 


Cricket 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


THE chairman of Kent County Crick¬ 
et Club, George Kennedy, has con¬ 
firmed he is leaving the role. 

He was president of the county club 
in 2007 and elected the following 
year as chairman. 

Working with CEO Jamie Clifford 
since 2010, the club has recorded a 
£lmillion improvement in its financ¬ 
es through cost-cutting, increased 
sponsorship and ticket revenues al¬ 
lowing some investment. 

However, like all county sides, the 
club has continued to struggle, with 
it also announcing this week that its 
earnings before interest, taxes, de¬ 
preciation, and amortisation for the 
year was a loss of £65,835. 

The sale of land, however, ensured 
an overall surplus of more than 
£1.8m. CEO Mr Clifford described 
2016 as a “tough year”. 

Since Mr Kennedy became chair¬ 
man, the club has sold naming rights 
to The Spitfire Ground, St Lawrence 
to Shepherd Neame and invested in 
new club offices, cafe and conven¬ 
ience store as well as floodlights and 
refurbishment of the Chiesman Pavil¬ 
ion and Les Ames Stand. 

Cricket has returned to a refur¬ 
bished County Ground in Beckenham 
with a new 2,000-seater stand and 
modern indoor school to develop 
cricketers in metropolitan Kent. 

Mr Kennedy said: “Eve really enjoyed 
the challenge of helping the club navi¬ 
gate through some tricky times but I 
firmly believe Kent cricket is in much 
better health than it was in 2008. 

“We had to get our house in order 


financially before making strategic 
investments to ensure stable year- 
round income for the club and back 
our homegrown talent to be the core 
of the Kent side going forward. 

“I understand supporters want 
success but we had to rebuild steady 
foundations to give the club the 
healthy future it deserves.” 


CEO Mr Clifford added: “It was a 
tougher year from a trading perspec¬ 
tive, but it is very encouraging that 
the club’s overall financial health is 
much improved. 

“I am sure all will join me in wish¬ 
ing George Kennedy the very best as 
he moves on - his input as chairman 
cannot be underestimated.” 


Hundreds of players to battle it out for glory 


Handball 


MORE than 800 students from 
universities across the UK are 
coming to Medway to compete in the 
British University Handball Champi¬ 
onships. 

On March 18-19, they’ll be going 
head to head to win the title at the 
council-owned Medway Park in 
Gillingham. 

The event was first held in 2012 and 
has grown significantly year on year 
in line with the surge in popularity of 
the Olympic sport of handball as a 
legacy of London 2012. Local teams 
representing the University of Kent 
will be among the 72 teams from all 
over the UK taking part. 

England Handball took over 
organisation of the championships 



READY : Medway Park is ready 


for the 2016/17 season and selected 
Medway Park as this year’s finals 
venue. 


David Meli, chief executive of 
England Handball, said: “Medway 
Park is a great venue for handball. 
This was shown when it hosted the 
men’s under-21 European qualifiers, 
and the recent EHF Women’s 
Challenge Cup ties between Olympia 
and LK Zug of Switzerland. 

“I know the university teams will 
be impressed by the facilities at 
Medway Park and I am looking 
forward to watching a weekend of 
great handball, as the university 
competition reaches its exciting 
conclusion.” 

The two-day tournament will 
include men’s and women’s competi¬ 
tions, with matches also being 
played at Brompton Academy. 

Spectators are welcome and can 
simply turn up on the day, although 
space will be extremely limited. 


__ _l £■ V_ __ » Send your sport stories to tom. 

OpOlI dnOlTTS pyman@archant.co.uk 


Konchesky quits Gills 
to join non-league side 


GILLINGHAM confirmed on Friday that 
experienced defender Paul Konchesky 
has left the club. 

The 35-year-old, who has two England 
caps, had been a regular under former 
boss Justin Edinburgh, missing just one 
League One game prior to the turn of the 
year. 

But he has started only twice under the 
new Pennock regime. 

He has left to join Ryman Premier 
League side Billericay Town. 

The left-back joined the Gills last 
summer and made his debut in the 3-1 
win over Southend United. 

A spokesman for the club said: 
“Gillingham Football Club would like to 
thank Paul for his efforts during the time 
in ME 7, and we wish him well for the 
future.” 

Konchesky had previously played for 
Liverpool, Leicester City, West Ham, 
Spurs, Charlton, OPR and Fulham. 

The Gills went into the weekend in 
19th place ahead of their game with Bury 
this Saturday. 



OFF: Konchesky at Leicester 



BALLS: Barry Hawkins has already won a major tournament this year 


Hawkins eyes glory as 
he heads to Llandudno 


DITTON snooker ace Barry Hawkins 
will be looking to keep his strong run 
of form going as he enters the 
Ladbrokes Players Championship in 
Wales this week. 

The tournament, which boasts a 
£125,000 first prize, starts on 
Monday in Llandudno. 

Hawkins, currently number seven 
in the world, is still on a high after 
winning his third major ranking 


event last month with success in the 
World Grand Prix Final at the Guild 
Hall in Preston, pocketing him a cool 
£ 100 , 000 . 

Now the player, who is being 
coached by former world champion 
and star of the sport’s 1980s hey-day, 
Terry Griffiths, has his eyes on more 
success as the season builds towards 
the traditional showcase of the world 
championships in Sheffield in April. 


Club’s tributes to steward Bob 


KENT has paid tribute to club 
stalwart steward Robert ‘Bob’ 
Deveson who has passed away. 

Mr Deveson worked for the cricket 
club in the Harris Room for more 
than 15 years before his full 
retirement several years ago. 

Born in 1928, he spent his whole 
life in Eastry. He left school at 14 and 
joined his father’s bakery and took 


the business over in the mid-1960s 
and ran it until his retirement in the 
1990s. 

Honorary curator David Robertson 
said: “Bob was more than just a 
popular steward in the Harris Room. 
He went about his duties in a quiet, 
discreet and dignified manner - and 
went out of his way to make sure 
that everyone had an enjoyable day.” 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport x; Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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Proudly 
supported by 




A fun, muddy 
obstacle race 
whether you 
have two 
four legs 




Saturday 30 September 

Hever Castle, Kent, TN8 7NG 

Sign up today at 

battersea.org.uk/MuddyDog 
OQ@ #MuddyDog 


Registered with 

FUNDRAISING 

REGULATOR 


Registered charity No. 206394 
© Battersea Dogs & Cats Home 2017 
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New life for DS3 after Citroen divorce 


The stylish arrival of DS3 hatch and Cabrio has severed the final ties between 
Citroen and the now standalone, but ready to compete, DS premium brand 


M ANY motor industry 
watchers gave a 
collective sight of relief 
when DS divorced from 
Citroen. 

This strange marriage began in 
post-war France, with Citroen 
championing cheap motoring 
through cars like the 2CV and Ami, 
while its advanced and luxurious DS 
series pandered to the urban elite 
during the 50s/60s. 

This complicated relationship 
resumed in 2009 when mainstream 
Citroen revived the DS badge for a 
new premium supermini, the DS3. 
Something had to give and the 
divorce was announced in 2014. 

Since then, all three existing DS 
models have had a facelift and given 
their own identity - without any 
Citroen branding - giving a new 
lease of life to the DS3, in particular. 

Priced from £14,735 for the 
hatchback or £18,935 for the chic 
Cabrio, it remains a classy proposi¬ 
tion with customisation options on a 
par with the BMW MINI, and made 
more eye-catching by the deep DS 
grille and chrome ‘wings’ extending 
beneath the headlights. 

It has also gained aggressive faux 
air scoops housing LED running 



lights, contributing to a braver and 
cleaner look than the former and 
more bulbous Citroen front end. 

Inside, buyers get a seven-inch 
touchscreen and equally tempting 
interior options, notably DS’s Nappa 
‘watchstrap’ leather seating. 


Aside from style the DS3 remains a 
practical small car for the image¬ 
conscious; even the rolltop Cabrio 
carries five and has a decent boot. 

And it is a driver’s car when you 
want it to be, though engine choice is 
crucial: avoid the lumbering 120bhp 


1.6-litre BlueHDi diesel option - 
surely diesel superminis have had 
their day? - which is as much of a 
drag to drive as the zingy new 
130bhp 1.2 petrol turbo is fun. 

But I was even luckier with the test 
car choice: the flagship turbo- 






DS3THP210S&S 

Performance 


Price: 

from £27,995 

Driving appeal: 

★★★★★ 

Image: 

★★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: MINI Cooper S 


charged 210 (208bhp) 1.6-litre petrol 
hatch in racy Performance trim with 
15mm lower sports suspension, 
Brembo brakes, slick six-speed 
close-ratio ‘box, and limited slip 
differential to keep traction through 
the front wheels sensible. 

The four-cylinder engine is one of 
a series developed by PSA (Peugeot- 
Citroen) with BMW, which happens 
to produce the test car’s most 
obvious rival, the MINI Cooper S. 

The engine is smooth and refined, 
while the suspension is tenacious on 
corners yet forgiving enough to 
deliver a hot hatch that you can live 
with for those times where the car’s 
driver-pleasing dynamics can’t really 
be exploited ie stuck in slow moving 
town traffic or cruising the motor¬ 
way. However, such good manners 
won’t please every hot hatch fan. 
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Sparshatts of Kent I 01795 479571 I www.sparshatts.co.uk 

*Business Users Only. Hire Purchase up to 36 months only. Minimum deposit 20% plus 20% VAT. Offer ends 30/09/2016. Mercedez-Benz Finance. **Terms and conditions apply. See www.mbvans.co.uk for more details. 
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Construction Company seeking: 


LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


Spencer Private Hospitals are two hospitals situated in East Kent. The larger of the two hospitals is a 22 bed 
independent hospital situated at the QEQM Hospital in Margate, whilst the second hospital is a 4 bed independent 
hospital based at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. Both hospitals have a reputation for providing excellent 
medical and surgical facilities supported by Specialist Consultants, Specialist Nurses and Physiotherapists. We have 
state of the art diagnostic equipment and exceptionally high standards of nursing care. 


The continuing growth of our business has resulted in a vacancy for the 
following staff: 

Staff Nurse Out Patients 

Margate 

Part Time - 30 hrs per week 
Salary - £26,121.29 (pro rata) 

Closing Date - 06/03/2017 
Interview Date -16/03/2017 

Qualifications and Experience 

• Registered Nurse 1st level 

• Evidence of continual professional development 

• Experience in a surgical/medical environment with a knowledge and 
understanding of surgical/medical procedures 

• Excellent communication and interpersonal skills 

• Patient Focus 

To discuss these opportunities, or to arrange an informal visit, please contact: 
Carolyn Flegg, Outpatients Manager on 01843 234569 
Previous applicants need not apply 

For job descriptions and application forms please visit our website: 
www.spencerprivatehospitals.com/careers 
Alternatively, please contact Sarah Blaber, HR Assistant 
Telephone: 01304 222690 E-mail: recruitment@spencerhospitals.com 


Spencer Private Hospitals is an equal opportunity employer. 

These positions are subject to a Disclosure and Barring check. 

Spencer,ij _ _ 
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Teacher Training 
Opportunities 

(Multiple Subjects - inc. Eng, Maths, Sci, MFL 
and Creative Arts) 

For September 2017 

Do you want to join a thriving Kent School? We are seeking to 
appoint inspirational and committed individuals who would 
like to undertake teacher training through the School’s Direct 
Programme starting in September 2017. 

Thamesview is a part of the Thames Teaching Alliance. We 
have several exciting opportunities for good graduates to 
train to become teachers. There are generous salaries and 
bursaries of up to £25,000 available in some instances and 
for committed graduates. 

Thamesview is a school where everyone is expected to 
do their best. We benefit from a new school building that 
provides innovative learning environments and state of the 
art ICT equipment. 

We are committed to providing high quality learning 
experiences for our children and to supporting our staff 
through excellent development opportunities. 

If you are interested in finding out more about this opportunity 
please visit our website www.thamesviewsch.co.uk or email 
our HR Manager on k.mcgowan@thamesview.kent.sch.uk 

We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the 
welfare of students. 

Appointment to this post will require an Enhanced 
Disclosure via the Disclosure and Barring Service. 
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All Trades 

(Labourers / Groundworkers / Underpinners / 
Carpenters / Screeders / Dry Liners) 

Site location - Sevenoaks 


Competitive rates. Immediate start 
If you would like to apply for these positions, 
please call 07542 989922 


Proof of right to work will be required. NO GANGS 


/ 


Classic 




Education 


RECRUITING NOW FOR 

TEACHERS & TEACHING ASSISTANTS 

REGULAR WORK AVAILABLE IN 
BEXLEY - DARTFORD - GRAVESEND 
MEDWAY - MAIDSTONE - ASHFORD 
CANTERBURY - FOLKESTONE - DOVER 
CALL 01474 359333 
or register your details at % - 

agy www.classiceducation.co.uk/apply L — 


ROCHESTER: ASHFORD: CANTERBURY: 

2-3 MAY 4-5 MAY 3-4 JUNE 

Learn how to take blood 


TRAIN ASA 

PHLEBOTOMIST 


awarding a Nationally Recognised 

Certificate in Phlebotomy 

i£| UK Recognised 



Eft Allied Healthcare 
Career Path 


No previous experience 
required 


(aft Two day course 
d Accredited (advanced level) 


For more info, or to book online: 

(WW. geopacecom 


HIGH DEMAND IN: Hospitals - GP Surgeries - Clinics - Private Sector 


For more Job Opportunities 

visit u& online at... . 

jobs -4xo.uk 
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LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 

A highways 

england 


A20 TRUNK ROAD - DOVER 
TEMPORARY TRAFFIC RESTRICTIONS 

Notice is hereby given that Highways England 
Company Limited(i) intends to make an order on the 
A20 Trunk Road in the County of Kent, under Section 
14(1)(b) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 
because of a likelihood of danger to the public. 

The effect of the Order would be to authorise the 
prohibition of any vehicle travelling in either direction 
on the A20 in the District of Dover making a U-turn 
at the following junctions - 

(a) Prince Of Wales Junction (Union Street); and 

(b) York Street Junction (A256). 

The Order would come into force on 2 April 2017 
and would apply for 18 months. 

The prohibition would be clearly signed for the 
duration of the Order. 

P Ryder, an Official of Highways England Co Ltd. 

Ref: H E/S E/2017/A2 0/63 

(i) Highways England Company Limited, 

(Company No. 9346363). Registered Office: Bridge 
House, Walnut Tree Close, Guildford, Surrey, GUI 4LZ. 
A company registered in England and Wales. 

For enquiries, please contact the 
Customer Contact Centre on 0300 123 5000 
or info@highwaysengland.co.uk 
http://www.highways.gov.uk 


LAND ACQUIREMENT ADJACENT 
TO ROCHESTER ROAD 

AJA Holdings Ltd are giving formal notice by public 
advertisement for the acquisition of a strip of shrub 
land adjacent to the rear of their existing office. The 
land in question is to facilitate a change of use and 
will be used for new car parking facilities. If you 
have any objections to the aforementioned, please 
contact us on 01634 863 818 or email your queries to 
info@southeastrefurbishments.co.uk 


HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 - 
SECTION 116 

STOPPING UP OF LAND AT 
WRAIK HILL, WHITSTABLE 

I AM GIVING NOTICE THAT The Kent County 
Council as Highway Authority for the County 
of Kent propose to make an application to the 
Magistrates’ sitting at Canterbury Magistrates’ 
Court on 25 April 2017 at 10:00 for an Order 
under Section 116 of the Highways Act 1980 to 
extinguish highway rights on the grounds that they 
are unnecessary on land at Wraik Hill, Whitstable 
as on the plan on deposit. 

A copy of the draft order and the plan referred 
to are on deposit, and can be seen during normal 
office hours, at the main reception of The Kent 
County Council at Sessions House, County Hall, 
Maidstone, Kent ME 14 1XQ. 

Any person to whom this Notice has been given or 
who uses the 

highway specified or who would be aggrieved by 
the making of the Order may appear before the 
Magistrates’ Court to raise an objection or make 
a representation on the application. Any person 
intending to appear before the Magistrates’ Court 
at the hearing of the application is requested 
to inform Carissa Humphreys by post to Legal 
Services, The Kent County Council, Sessions 
House, County Hall, Maidstone, Kent ME14 1XQ, 
by email carissa.humphreys@kent.gov.uk, or by 
telephone 03000 416285 before 15 April 2017 
quoting reference number LS/21/112615/628. 

If you require further information or would like 
to discuss this matter, please contact Carissa 
Humphreys using the contact details shown above. 
ROGER WILKIN 
DIRECTOR OF HIGHWAYS, 
TRANSPORTATION AND WASTE 


HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 - 
SECTION 116 
STOPPING UP OF LAND 
AT LAND AT MARINA 
ESPLANADE, RAMSGATE 

I AM GIVING NOTICE THAT The Kent County 
Council as Highway Authority for the County 
of Kent propose to make an application to the 
Magistrates’ sitting at Canterbury Magistrates’ 
Court on 16 May 2017 at 10:00 for an Order 
under Section 116 of the Highways Act 1980 to 
extinguish highway rights on the grounds that 
they are unnecessary on land at Marina Esplanade, 
Ramsgate as on the plan on deposit. 

A copy of the draft order and the plan referred 
to are on deposit, and can be seen during normal 
office hours, at the main reception of The Kent 
County Council at Sessions House, County Hall, 
Maidstone, Kent ME 14 1XQ. 

Any person to whom this Notice has been given or 
who uses the 

highway specified or who would be aggrieved by 
the making of the Order may appear before the 
Magistrates’ Court to raise an objection or make 
a representation on the application. Any person 
intending to appear before the Magistrates’ Court 
at the hearing of the application is requested 
to inform Carissa Humphreys by post to Legal 
Services, The Kent County Council, Sessions 
House, County Hall, Maidstone, Kent ME 14 
1XQ, by email carissa.humphreys@kent.gov.uk, 
or by telephone 03000 416285 before 6 May 2017 
quoting reference number LS/21/112302/628. 

If you require further information or would like 
to discuss this matter, please contact Carissa 
Humphreys using the contact details shown above. 

ROGER WILKIN 
DIRECTOR OF HIGHWAYS, 
TRANSPORTATION AND WASTE 
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Sport 

Kennedy quits as 
chair after 9 years 

And the county club confirms its financial figures for last year 



OFF: George Kennedy says the club is in a better position than it was when 
he became chairman in 2008 Pictures: adyKerry 


Cricket 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


THE chairman of Kent County Crick¬ 
et Club, George Kennedy, has con¬ 
firmed he is leaving the role. 

He was president of the county club 
in 2007 and elected the following 
year as chairman. 

Working with CEO Jamie Clifford 
since 2010, the club has recorded a 
£lmillion improvement in its financ¬ 
es through cost-cutting, increased 
sponsorship and ticket revenues al¬ 
lowing some investment. 

However, like all county sides, the 
club has continued to struggle, with 
it also announcing this week that its 
earnings before interest, taxes, de¬ 
preciation, and amortisation for the 
year was a loss of £65,835. 

The sale of land, however, ensured 
an overall surplus of more than 
£1.8m. CEO Mr Clifford described 
2016 as a “tough year”. 

Since Mr Kennedy became chair¬ 
man, the club has sold naming rights 
to The Spitfire Ground, St Lawrence 
to Shepherd Neame and invested in 
new club offices, cafe and conven¬ 
ience store as well as floodlights and 
refurbishment of the Chiesman Pavil¬ 
ion and Les Ames Stand. 

Cricket has returned to a refur¬ 
bished County Ground in Beckenham 
with a new 2,000-seater stand and 
modern indoor school to develop 
cricketers in metropolitan Kent. 

Mr Kennedy said: “Eve really enjoyed 
the challenge of helping the club navi¬ 
gate through some tricky times but I 
firmly believe Kent cricket is in much 
better health than it was in 2008. 

“We had to get our house in order 


financially before making strategic 
investments to ensure stable year- 
round income for the club and back 
our homegrown talent to be the core 
of the Kent side going forward. 

“I understand supporters want 
success but we had to rebuild steady 
foundations to give the club the 
healthy future it deserves.” 


CEO Mr Clifford added: “It was a 
tougher year from a trading perspec¬ 
tive, but it is very encouraging that 
the club’s overall financial health is 
much improved. 

“I am sure all will join me in wish¬ 
ing George Kennedy the very best as 
he moves on - his input as chairman 
cannot be underestimated.” 


Hundreds of players to battle it out for glory 


Handball 


MORE than 800 students from 
universities across the UK are 
coming to Medway to compete in the 
British University Handball Champi¬ 
onships. 

On March 18-19, they’ll be going 
head to head to win the title at the 
council-owned Medway Park in 
Gillingham. 

The event was first held in 2012 and 
has grown significantly year on year 
in line with the surge in popularity of 
the Olympic sport of handball as a 
legacy of London 2012. Local teams 
representing the University of Kent 
will be among the 72 teams from all 
over the UK taking part. 

England Handball took over 
organisation of the championships 



READY : Medway Park is ready 


for the 2016/17 season and selected 
Medway Park as this year’s finals 
venue. 


David Meli, chief executive of 
England Handball, said: “Medway 
Park is a great venue for handball. 
This was shown when it hosted the 
men’s under-21 European qualifiers, 
and the recent EHF Women’s 
Challenge Cup ties between Olympia 
and LK Zug of Switzerland. 

“I know the university teams will 
be impressed by the facilities at 
Medway Park and I am looking 
forward to watching a weekend of 
great handball, as the university 
competition reaches its exciting 
conclusion.” 

The two-day tournament will 
include men’s and women’s competi¬ 
tions, with matches also being 
played at Brompton Academy. 

Spectators are welcome and can 
simply turn up on the day, although 
space will be extremely limited. 


__ _l £■ V_ __ » Send your sport stories to tom. 

OpOlI dnOlTTS pyman@archant.co.uk 


Konchesky quits Gills 
to join non-league side 


GILLINGHAM confirmed on Friday that 
experienced defender Paul Konchesky 
has left the club. 

The 35-year-old, who has two England 
caps, had been a regular under former 
boss Justin Edinburgh, missing just one 
League One game prior to the turn of the 
year. 

But he has started only twice under the 
new Pennock regime. 

He has left to join Ryman Premier 
League side Billericay Town. 

The left-back joined the Gills last 
summer and made his debut in the 3-1 
win over Southend United. 

A spokesman for the club said: 
“Gillingham Football Club would like to 
thank Paul for his efforts during the time 
in ME 7, and we wish him well for the 
future.” 

Konchesky had previously played for 
Liverpool, Leicester City, West Ham, 
Spurs, Charlton, OPR and Fulham. 

The Gills went into the weekend in 
19th place ahead of their game with Bury 
this Saturday. 



OFF: Konchesky at Leicester 



BALLS: Barry Hawkins has already won a major tournament this year 


Hawkins eyes glory as 
he heads to Llandudno 


DITTON snooker ace Barry Hawkins 
will be looking to keep his strong run 
of form going as he enters the 
Ladbrokes Players Championship in 
Wales this week. 

The tournament, which boasts a 
£125,000 first prize, starts on 
Monday in Llandudno. 

Hawkins, currently number seven 
in the world, is still on a high after 
winning his third major ranking 


event last month with success in the 
World Grand Prix Final at the Guild 
Hall in Preston, pocketing him a cool 
£ 100 , 000 . 

Now the player, who is being 
coached by former world champion 
and star of the sport’s 1980s hey-day, 
Terry Griffiths, has his eyes on more 
success as the season builds towards 
the traditional showcase of the world 
championships in Sheffield in April. 


Club’s tributes to steward Bob 


KENT has paid tribute to club 
stalwart steward Robert ‘Bob’ 
Deveson who has passed away. 

Mr Deveson worked for the cricket 
club in the Harris Room for more 
than 15 years before his full 
retirement several years ago. 

Born in 1928, he spent his whole 
life in Eastry. He left school at 14 and 
joined his father’s bakery and took 


the business over in the mid-1960s 
and ran it until his retirement in the 
1990s. 

Honorary curator David Robertson 
said: “Bob was more than just a 
popular steward in the Harris Room. 
He went about his duties in a quiet, 
discreet and dignified manner - and 
went out of his way to make sure 
that everyone had an enjoyable day.” 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

^ Twitter @KentSport x Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


East 


Week ending March 5,2017 47 























★★★★ 

THE TIMES 


★★★★★ ★★★★ 


THE SUNDAY TIMES 


DAILY TELEGRAPH 



RODDY DOYLE’S 

The Commitments 


THE 

MARLOWE 

THEATRE 


48 Week ending March 5,2017 


MON 20 - SAT 25 MAR 

A feel-good celebration, based on the award-winning film. 

marlowetheatre.com (bkgfee) 01227 787787 ( bk 9 f ee) 
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